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name:    Vivienne Isabel Westwood  
 
DOB:  8th  April 1941.  
  
nationality:                    British  
 
education:                            University of 
Westminster  
  Middlesex University  
 
Label:   Vivienne Westwood.  
 
CV:  Primary school Teacher  
  Fashion designer  
 
children:                    Ben Westwood (born 
1963) 
  Joseph Corré  (born 1967)  
   
 
 



FACt1:  

Vivienne Westwood has been at the centre of British fashion for 34 years and is one of its  
most inventive and influential designers.  

 

FACT 2: 

Vivienne Westwood met Malcolm  McLaren in 1965. Their working 
relationship lasted for thirteen years, together they launched the 

òPunkó. 
 



FAITH 3: 

Punk style featured notions such as safety pins, bike chains and dog collars worn as jewellery. Biker 
badges, buckles and straps. Leather rubber and denim fabricõs. 

'You couldn't imagine the Punk Rock thing without the clothingó (Vivienne 

Westwood). 



Fact 4:  

Westwood and McLaren 
launched their first catwalk 

collection in 1981.  The 
collection was inspired by 

the past. Westwood credits 
McLaren  for her passion for 

historical influences., He 
was always interested in the 

past. 
 

Fact 5:  

Westwood was 
and is inspired by 
many sources such 
as:  Street style, 
music, cultures 
e.g. the  native 

American's,  
Peruvian's, 

Royalty.  Art - oil 
paintings by 

Boucher ,  
Films such as 
Blade runner.  

 
Oil painting by François Boucher 



Fact 6:  

Westwood developed a cutting method 
inspired by ethnic cutting technique 

mixed with historical cutõs. 
 

Fact 8:  

Her 1991 òcut and slashó collection features fabrics 
that were inspired by the 16 th  century technique for 

pricking and cutting fabrics.. The collection contained 
Satin, cotton and denim fabrics  

 

Fact 7:  

Today her designs have a strong emphasis on structure and cut,  
Consisting of intricate cutting techniques  similar to art forms.  

 

Historical influence behind the cut and slash technique 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ñMy whole idea for this collection was stolen from a little girl I saw on the tube one day. She couldnôt 

have been more than 14. She had a little plaited bun, a Harris Tweed jacket and a bag with a pair of 

ballet shoes in it. She looked so cool and composed standing there.ò (Vivienne Westwood) 

Vivienne Westwood talking about the inspiration behind the  Harris tweed collection.  

Fact 9:  

Westwood's Anglomainia collection reflected her  passion for  traditional English clothing  
and growing fascination with royalty. In  stark contrast to her early views of the monachy  

during her punk years.  
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Fact  10:  

'I take something from the past that has a sort of vitality that has never been exploited - like 
the crinoline - and get very intense. In the end you do something original because you overlay 

your own ideas.'  

Fact 11:  

The mini crinoline was inspired by the òPetrushka balletó, a story of a traditional Russian  
puppet called Petrushka.  

    

I felt it was time to come back to 
base to a classical point my base 

is England I try to Sum up all 
that is traditional in English 

fashion and culture,   
Vivienne Westwood  

 

Image from the Petrushka Ballet  


