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8th February 2021


Dear Parent/Carer

INSET Day and Half Term

This letter is a follow-up to my weekly message today, which can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/4M5fIOG87TY

If you have watched this message, my apologies for obscuring some of the on-screen text with the recording of me talking!

We have an INSET day on Friday 12th February and this means that we won’t be open for the children of keyworkers and vulnerable pupils on that date and we won’t be providing remote learning for our pupils. However, the school office will be open from 8.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. that day, so please ring if you need to contact us about anything.

The week from 15th – 19th February is the half term holiday and school will be completely closed that week, so please don’t try to contact us.

If a pupil has not been undertaking any or all of the remote learning we have provided during the first half of this term, then half term provides a chance for them to catch up. We also recognise that, since the lockdown restrictions will continue to be place during the half term week, some pupils may miss the routine and structure provided by remote learning and we will, therefore, be emailing you on Thursday a list of possible activities that they could carry out during half term if they wish. These will be entirely optional, but will provide some ideas about how to keep occupied during a lockdown half term!

Tuesday 9th February is Safer Internet Day 2021 and the theme this year is the reliability of the internet. Further information and activities can be found here:
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2021

Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week 2021 and the theme was Express Yourself. Further information and activities can be found here:
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

Last Friday, the latest three-week review of lockdown restrictions was announced by the Welsh government. You will be aware, I am sure, that part of this announcement was that primary schools will begin to re-open from 22nd February for Foundation Phase pupils. This may be done in a phased way and, if you have children aged 3 – 7, you should receive information from their school about this. The earliest that secondary schools may begin to re-open is 8th March and we don’t yet know what this might look like. A further review will take place on 19th February and should hopefully provide some additional details. However, any re-opening will be monitored carefully to ensure that it doesn’t lead to another spike in Covid-19 infections, leading to increased hospitalisations and deaths. The vaccination programme is now in full swing and, after a slow start, Wales appears to be leading the way in terms of the proportion of the population receiving their vaccinations. The fact that vaccinations are focused on the most vulnerable first means that severe illnesses from coronavirus, leading to hospitalisations, should continue to reduce and this in turn should enable lockdown restrictions to be eased, including the full re-opening of schools in due course.

However, the length of time this is likely to take is uncertain and continues to make it essential that all our pupils undertake their remote learning as best as they can, whether live or on Google Classroom, in order to keep up with their education and ensure they are in the best possible position when we return to face-to-face teaching.

We continue to be very grateful for the excellent job that the NHS is doing under the most challenging of circumstances.

Yours faithfully
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ALAN TOOTILL
Headteacher
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