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Headteacher’s Letter Friday 21st October (Letter 4)
Dear Parents/Carers,

This is the fourth Headteacher’s letter of this academic year. I trust these letters are keeping everyone informed about what is happening at Penyrheol School. In the last two weeks we have had our first PSE day of the academic year, our Year 10 and 11 Construction pupils have visited a local building site, we had a face to face Year 7 Parents/Carers’ and many of our pupils have been putting the hours of rehearsal in for our school show Matilda Jr. The curtain drops next Monday. 
I am delighted that my last letter has been downloaded over 700 times from the school website. Thank you to all parents/carers for their continued support.

Sport
It has been a very busy fortnight for our school teams. In Girls football, the U15 team drew 3-3 with Pontarddulais in a very entertaining game. Our U13 team have had games against Pentrehafod and Cefn Hengoed and despite losing both, they played with commitment and passion. It has been fantastic to see so many girls keen to play.  In Boys football, our Year 7 team are through to the 3rd round of the Welsh Cup after beating Cwmtawe on penalties. Our Year 9s lost to Dylan Thomas but their effort, commitment and conduct were exemplary. Our Year 11 football team were unlucky to lose to local rivals Pontarddulais in a 4-3 thriller. In rugby, our Year 10 team comfortably beat Pontarddulais with the team putting in an excellent performance.
 
Mobile Phones in School
We have new rules about mobile phone use in school. These have been shared with pupils and with parents/carers. I have attached the rules to the end of this letter. Pupils had an assembly this week where we reminded them about the rules around mobile phone use. I am delighted to say that 92% of pupils have been able to stick to the rules all day every day. 6% of pupils have had one warning. 2% of pupils have had their parents/carers contacted about not sticking to the rules. I would be very interested in what parents/carers think of our mobile phone rules and I will be sending a link to an online survey in a future Headteacher’s Letter. 

ClassCharts
We have launched the ClassCharts parent/carer App and the pupil App across all year groups. We have emailed home details on how to download the App. Parents/Carers may want to watch this video:

ClassCharts Parents/Carers Video

to see exactly how the App works. We have had very positive feedback so far telling us that parents/carers have a far better insight into their child’s school day. All pupils have been given login details and instructions for their and their parent/carer’s account. Please encourage your child to download the App. 


Matilda Jr
From Monday 24th October to Thursday 27th October we have the much-anticipated return of the school show. This will be the first show since October 2019 and we are so excited about the return of a true community event. This year’s show is Matilda Jr. Tickets are £7 and are available from school reception. 

Standards
Attendance for the last 2 weeks has been 88.2%. Unfortunately, there are lots of illnesses around at this time of year. Please send your child into school wherever possible. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As always, the vast majority of Penyrheol pupils behave impeccably, all day and every day. We are seeing an issue of punctuality with a minority of our pupils. With the ClassCharts App, parents/carers are able to track punctuality to lessons using the attendance tab. This will tell you whether your child is always on time to lessons, occasionally late or persistently late. We are addressing this issue and would welcome parents/carers help by monitoring this closely via the App.

I wish all parents/carers a happy and restful weekend

Yours faithfully, 
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Damian Benney
Headteacher












Appendix



What’s happening in the next two weeks:

	Date
	Event

	Monday 24th October
	School Production (Matinee and 7:00pm)

	Tuesday 25th October
	Senior Leadership Team Meeting (3:10pm)
School Production (7:00pm)

	Wednesday 26th October
	School Production (7:00pm)

	Thursday 27th October
	Transition Council Meeting (2:00pm – 3:00pm)
School Production (7:00pm)

	Friday 28th October
	

	
	Half Term

	Monday 7th November
	Year 11 GCSE Music Showcase (5:30pm)
Interim Assessment Week for Years 8, 9 and 11

	Tuesday 8th November
	Transition Year 6 Science Challenge


	Wednesday 9th Novber
	Open Evening for Year 6 Pupils/Parents/Carers (6:00pm – 8:00pm)
Year 11 Mock Interviews Assembly

	Thursday 10th November 
	

	Friday 11th October
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. 4 Mobile Phones

Rules
8:40a.m. - phone goes away until break
11:20a.m. - phone goes away until lunch

1:55p.m.- phone goes away until the end of the day

Mobile phones can be used at
break time and lunchtime only

anywhere in the school.

If you are seen with your phone out
15t time
your phone will be confiscated and returned at 3p.m
2nd time
your phone will be confiscated, parents/carers informed
and it will be returned to you at 3p.m.
3 time
your phone will be confiscated and parents/carers will be
asked to come and collect it at their convenience.
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