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A Message from
the Head Teacher
Dear Pupils and Parents
For many of us, I guess, 2020 will be a year that we would rather forget! Our thoughts and prayers are
with those who have lost loved ones as a result of the global pandemic. Others have lost jobs or been
furloughed on less pay. All of us have had our lives disrupted in ways that we never imagined possible
within a free and democratic society.
On the positive side, we have witnessed heroics from those working in the NHS and care homes looking after people with Covid-19 in spite of the serious risks to their own health. Schools have also kept
going throughout the year, including during some holiday times, albeit often in different ways from
normal. I would like to thank all keyworkers this year for the efforts they have made to keep life going
as normally as possible under very challenging circumstances.
Let us hope and pray for a much better 2021 in which effective vaccines for Covid-19 make it possible
to get education, our economy and our lives back to normality.
We have, unfortunately, had to cancel many of our calendared events this term because of the pandemic, basically anything which involves gathering people together. Where possible, we have tried
to replace these with a virtual event or something else. For example, you can enjoy our Awards 2020
and our Christmas Concert online at www.penyrheol-comp.net. We have written progress reports to
replace Parents’ Evenings for Year 11 and Year 10 pupils. We will continue to keep our calendar under
review going into 2021 as we see how the pandemic progresses.
As you know, we have moved to remote learning for the final week of term for everybody except the
children of critical workers or vulnerable pupils who will attend. Please ensure that pupils working
at home, complete their full curriculum this week. Spring Term begins for everyone on Monday 4th
January 2021.
Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda i gyfeillion Ysgol Gyfun Penyrheol.
Yours faithfully,

ALAN TOOTILL
Headteacher
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Monday
12th Apr
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28th May
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31st May
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4th Jun
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Bank Holidays
Friday 2nd April 2021 - Good Friday
Monday 5th April 2021 - Easter Monday
Monday 3 May 2021 - May Day				
Monday 31st May 2021 - Spring Bank Holiday
Inset Days
Friday 12 February 2021
Friday 26th March 2021
Friday 2nd July 2021
Parents Evenings*
Monday 25th January 2021 - Y11 Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.30p.m.
Monday 1st March 2021 - Y8 Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.30p.m.
Monday 15th March 2021 - Y9 Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.30p.m.
Monday 19th April 2021 - Y7 Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.30p.m.
GCSE Results Day
Yet to be confirmed

* These events are subject to cancellation or postponement depending upon
circumstances next term, with the global pandemic.

Harvey Volunteers at
Gorseinon Food Hub

At the beginning of September, 14 year old Harvey Thomas decided that
he would like to try some volunteering work in order to build up his skill
set for when he leaves school. Harvey reached out via social media to see if
anyone had any opportunities and was delighted to get a response from the
Gorseinon Food Hub.
Without hesitation, Harvey accepted the position and
soon settled in. He has been working at the Food Hub
once a week and says that he has found the experience
enjoyable and rewarding. Harvey said that there is a
lovely sense of community and everyone is friendly.
He hopes this opportunity might open up some doors
for him for the future.
Here is what Ryan from the Food Hub had to say about Harvey:
“Harvey is amazing - What a lovely polite and hardworking young boy.
We are so happy to have him on our team. So often, young people are demonised on social media and we should share positive stories of the amazing young people that are in our community more often.”
Head of Year 10, Mrs. S. Ensell-Lewis, said that Harvey deserved a huge
shout for his volunteering work. He is also currently heavily involved in a
Christmas Gift Scheme which helps vulnerable and under-privileged adults
in the community, by providing them with essential toiletries and personal
care items. Harvey does all of this in his own time and his sense of citizenship and selflessness is inspirational. WELL DONE, Harvey!

Awards Evening 2020
Our Annual Awards Evening, is one of the highlights of the school calendar
and despite us having to hold it ‘virtually’ this year, it was no exception.
After the very difficult year we have had, this positive event was such a good
chance to celebrate the achievements of our pupils. For those that missed the
event, details and videos are still available to view on our website.
We were very lucky to have ex-pupil Alex James-Hatton as our guest speaker.
Alex, who left Penyrheol in 2013, went on to train at The Arts Educational
Schools in London, graduating in 2018 with a degree in Musical Theatre. He
has already had an amazing career, appearing in ‘Heathers, the Musical’ and
‘The Book of Mormon’ and was able to talk to our award winners about the
importance of passion and perseverance which was very motivational.

At the end of his time at Penyrheol, Alex was an
award winner himself, being the recipient of the
‘Outstanding Contribution to Music and Drama
Award’ something that he proudly added to his
CV when applying to Drama School.

Our 30 annual awards were presented by Mr. D. Benney and Mrs. R. DaviesJones and an additional award, ‘The Leigh Halfpenny’ award was also presented and this year’s winner was Ffion Johns who received it for her exceptional swimming achievements.

A full list of the award winners follows overleaf.
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Memorial Award for outstanding service to the School
Penyrheol Award for outstanding service to the School
English Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in English
English Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in English
Mathematics Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Mathem
Mathematics Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in Mat
Marion Williams Science Award for best GCSE performance in Scienc
Science Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in Science
Art Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Art
Business Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Bus
Child Development Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in
Design Technology Award for best GCSE performance in Design Tech
Drama Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Drama
Welsh Baccalaureate Award
Geography Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Geograp
History Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in History
ICT Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in ICT
Media Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Media
Lloyds Bank Cup for best GCSE performance in Modern Languages
Music Achievement Award for best GCSE performance in Music
Performing Arts Achievement Award for best contribution to Music a
Physical Education Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in P
Sporting Achievement Award for commitment to Physical Education
Religious Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Re
Vocational Education Award for best performance in Vocational Stud
Welsh Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Welsh
Thomas Award for Special Effort
Community Council Millennium Award for the best contribution to t
Headteacher’s Award
Catherine Williams Award for outstanding GCSE performance

nsive Awards Evening
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Rhys Thomas
Naomi Boyes
Leon Clarke
Brandon Logan
Kyle Harries
Dylan Rees
Leon Clarke
Joshua Willis
Kyle Harries
Sam Davies
Naomi Boyes
Rebecca Davies
Naomi Thomas
Naomi Boyes
Leon Clarke
Daniel Arthur
Cerys Dymond
Olivia Street
Luca Rabaiotti (Spanish) & Naomi Boyes (French)
Amy Evans
Dylan Caswell
Olivia Street, William Picton-Jones & Harri Houston
Harri Houston
Luca Rabaiotti
April Simpson
Kyle Harries
Lewis Mason
Megan Davies
Jack Halloran
Leon Clarke

brary!

This term, author, Amanda B Cosgrove kindly donated a copy of her book
‘So Your Child Wants to go to Drama School’ to our school library.
Normally, not a particularly newsworthy story, except Amanda B Cosgrove is
actually better known as Ms. Murphy, our very own librarian, here at Penyrheol!
Amanda wrote the book, which was published earlier this
year, for parents whose children are aspiring to go to drama
school. She told us:
“The whole process of applying and auditioning for
drama school can be really daunting, so I am hoping that
this book will make life a little easier for parents,
especially the chapter on funding!”
Why write a book on drama school auditions? Well Amanda’s son is Alex James-Hatton, who was the guest speaker at this years’ Penyrheol Awards ceremony. Alex went
through the drama school process and is now a professional actor. Alex also writes
the foreword for the book.
Included in the book, is an appendix packed full of
useful information on 25 excellent drama schools with
details on fees, open days, scholarships and even the
name of the nearest train station, saving hours of research.
‘So Your Child Wants to go to Drama School’, has had
some fabulous reviews and is available from Amazon.

“A definite ‘must read’
Carrie Hope-Fletcher
Actress, Author & Vlogger

Côte d’Opale Tour
We are delighted to let you know, that we have been able to re-schedule our trip to The
Côte d’Opale in Northern France for the end of Summer 2021. The trip is open to
pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9.
The cost of the trip is £400 and includes:
• 4 days 3 nights’ full board accommodation at Stella Maris Village de Vacances
(www.stellamaris-vacances.com) with dinner in local restaurants.
• Return travel by executive coach. Outward bound by ferry Dover-Calais, return by
Eurotunnel.
• Excursions to Parc Asterix, Aqualud and Nausicaa.
• Visits to Boulogne sur Mer, a local market, boulangerie and biscuiterie.
• Evening activities including bowling.
• Insurance
Pupils will only be expected to pay for snacks, souvenirs and meals on the ferry/at the
services.
If your child is interested, you will need to secure their place by paying a non-refundable deposit of £75. (Please make cheques payable to Penyrheol Comprehensive School
with your child’s name and form on the back). Places will be allocated on a first come
first served basis. Pupils will also need their own passport.

Pandemic Practicals!
In our Design & Technology Department, Mrs O’Sullivan’s Fashion & Textiles pupils have
been showing some really excellent team working skills recently.
As soon as school started we began a series of (what we now call) “Pandemic Practicals”,
it’s even a hashtag now! After months of online learning we think it’s very important to
get pupils to develop the more hands on skills gained from practical lessons. Plus it’s lots
of fun!
Within D&T two forms groups are mixed but are now split across the rooms to ensure
social distancing. There are separate tools, equipment and paints for each table which
don’t get mixed up and everything is sanitised fully between lessons. All pupils have their
very own sewing kit complete with needles and threads in a sealed grip bag. Mrs O’Sullivan and the pupils have also have developed a “bubble clean up rota” for each form to
take a lead on different tidy up jobs to maintain social distancing, during what can usually be a chaotic time!
Because of this, Year 7 and Year 8 classes have been able to create some really fantastic
designs including Block Printing, Stencil Printing, Heat Press Printing, Tie Dye and even
Batik using hot wax and oil pastels.

“We are incredibly proud of our pupils for not only creating
some truly awesome work, but also for doing so in a safe,
careful and mature manner! Da iawn pawb!”

Clothes for Romania
Penyrheol Comprehensive School's ‘Swap Shop’ answers
Romania's Call for Clothing
Only a handful of shoeboxes were handed over to be distributed to the
orphans of Romania this year. However, the greatest need this Christmas,
as seen from this extract of the Romanian Aid Foundation (South Wales)
newsletter, is for clothing:
"The virus has played havoc both here and in other countries. The work
in Romania has been affected...The warehouse in Dorohoi is empty and
they are desperately in need of clothing etc...Thankfully, we are able to
report that there has been very few cases of the virus in Dorohoi."
That's when Penyrheol's Swap Shop Co-ordinator, Mrs. Tanya Fussell,
stepped in and kindly donated uniform on behalf of the school, items
including coats, trainers and bags. These were very gratefully received by
Mr. Paul Hare on behalf of the Romanian Aid Foundation (South Wales).
Fifteen green sacks were filled with items that will be delivered to the
needy children of Romania in time for Christmas and will help to keep
them warm.
We look forward to receiving pictures in due course which will be
featured in a future newsletter.

Oriel Penyrheol
by Katie Robinson 8D

Katie has used the theme of Animals for her drawings. She has created them
by using pencil to make the underlining drawing and then used colouring
pencil to colour into her work. I hope you agree she is very talented!
If you enjoy Art and you are interested in sharing your work, please share it
with us by taking a photograph of your work and sending it to Mrs. Kavannagh via Google Classroom. Thank you!

Student Voice 20/21
Y11-Head Boy

Harri John

Y11- Head Girl

Charlotte Benney

Y11- Deputy Head Boy

Laith Hazel

Y11- Deputy Head Girl

Jasmine Mclean

Y11

Katlyn Williams

Y10

Y9

Y8

Y7

LINK STAFF

Harvey Thomas
Phoebe Hall
Jessica Kelly
Leah Spackman
Cerys Dudden
Paige Bowen
Wiktoria Borycka
Tomos Rees
Ashleigh Morris
Alex Lewis
Jessica Lacey
Ella Foley
Shey Jones
Seren Stranaghan
Phoebe Joseph
Josef Nisbet
Ms. T. Lewis
Mrs. S. Morris

Class Reps 20/21
7M
7E
7D
7R
7U
7S

Ami Rose Williams & Maiya Buckley
Faye Pejic, Keira Morgan & Mari Jones
Mollie Bird, Josef Nisbett & Joseph Salter
Seren Stranaghan & Finley Hook
Shey Jones, Emily Mathews & Tomas Davies
Joanie Peacey & Phoebe Joseph

8M
8E
8D
8R
8C
8H
8Y

Charlie Griffiths & Grace Kirsme
Amber Phillps & Morgan Roberts
Liam Williams & Hannah Beech
Ashley Morris & Hattie Wakefield-Hughes
Alex Lewis & Jesscia Lacey
Ella Foley & Nicole Farcas
Dylan Gay & Olivia Evans

9M
9E
9D
9R
9U
9S

Emma Arthur & Ffion Morris
Cerys Dudden & Tomos Rees
Honey Wells & Annalina Phelps
Lily Richards & Ava Williams
Valentina Sias & Paige Bowen
Felicity Caswell & Wiktoria Borycka

10Y
10M
10D
10R
10E
10C
10H

Harvey Thomas & Mayya Ali
Bethan Griffiths & Pheobe Hall
Jordan White & Jessica Kelly
Georgia Reid & Harvey Wakefield
Diego Finlay & Jessica Johnson
Airon Millar & Kian Bristow
Leah Spackman & Daniel Gemine

Congratulations to all those appointed to
represent the school.

Autumn Term School Report
Despite obvious difficulties and with so many activities having to be
cancelled, this term has been hugely productive. Here is a brief
synopsis of what our year groups have been up to!
YEAR 7
Our new Year 7 pupils have made an amazing start to their school career at Penyrheol
Comprehensive School in these unusual and difficult times. They have settled in well
to their new routine and are working superbly in their lessons. As a Year Group they
have amassed over 4000 achievement points in their first term and their attendance is
well above the school average. They have been keen and active participants in Student
Voice and have come up with some excellent ideas.
YEAR 8
We are incredibly proud of how all Year 8 pupils have settled back into school life after
a six months’ lockdown. As a year group, they have been working hard in lessons and
enjoying being back learning in the classroom with their peers. It has been lovely to
see the pupils outside during break time and lunchtimes, playing table tennis or chatting with their friends. Another success this term, has been the Year 8 pupils’ singing
in the virtual choir recording for the Christmas concert. Looking forward
to 2021, we are excited to see how much progress they can make in all subject areas.
YEAR 9
While school may have felt a little different for us all, pupils in Year 9 have continued
to throw themselves into lots of different, exciting challenges and aspects of school
life. Many pupils have joined groups again like the school choir, using their talents to
help celebrate the positive things going on in the world at a very difficult time. We look
forward to seeing some of these children in our virtual Christmas concert at the end of
term.

Autumn Term School Report
A selection of pupils were also able to engage in ‘The Brilliant Club’; a scholar’s programme to provide an experience of university-style learning. The course aims to
provide challenging supra-curricular courses taught by a world class researcher, supporting a broad and varied curriculum, and develop key university readiness skills, including critical thinking and meta-cognition. Well done to Arwyn Davies-Fernandez
(9U), Millie John (9D), Shaun Davies (9E) and Kayleigh Beynon (9R).
YEAR 10
This has been an incredibly challenging term and special thanks need to be given to
our amazing Class Reps, who assist in the smooth running of morning registration, by
turning up every day to collect messages and disseminate information from the Year
Team to their forms. Our fabulous Year Reps have also done a great job representing
the Year Team as part of Student Voice in school.
This term has seen many Year 10 pupils working really hard to produce NEA work,
which contributes to their final GCSE grades in English Literature – so well done to all
of you. Also, this month has seen Year 10 groups planning, preparing and delivering
their Welsh Baccalaureate pitches – which also constitute part of their final exam result. Mrs Tate has reported on the outstanding performances of a number of the bright
and talent young people in the year group – so well done to you.
YEAR 11
This has been a busy term for Year 11 and they are continuing to be positive about
their studies, despite the disruption to teaching we have had. Earlier in the term, it was
a privilege to be part of the interviews for prefects and senior prefects. Congratulations
go to Charlotte Benney - Head Girl. Harri John - Head Boy, Jasmine McLean - Deputy
Head Girl and Laith Hazel - Deputy Head Boy, and to all our prefects.
We are looking forward to a positive start to 2021, welcoming the Year 11 pupils back
and to them working hard to achieve what they are capable of.

Swap Shop
We are thrilled to announce that we are still operating Swap Shop in 2021 and you can literally take
what you want or what you need.

You don’t even need to have something to swap!

This scheme not only saves you money, but is fantastic
for the environment, as we can:
RE-USE – RE-CYCLE – RE-EDUCATE!
The Swap Shop at present cannot be displayed in the foyer, so please ask the pupil to
collect an order form from reception or their pastoral office and return it back to school
reception. This can be done at any time between 8.00am-2.00pm
YEAR 11 LEAVERS
If you have just left Penyrheol and have branded uniform that could be RE-USED –
please donate at reception. Likewise for unwanted school coats, shoes, kitbags and even
prom dresses!
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ised
a
r
e
W
r
o
f
0
0
£810. Need
n
i
n
e
r
d
Chil

