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A Message from the HeadTeacher
Dear Parents and Pupils

It has been an excellent term and year for Penyrheol Comprehensive School. You can read about 
some of the many activities undertaken by our pupils this term inside this newsletter. Congratula-
tions to the 15 Year 10 pupils who completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award expedition on 
8th/9th July.

It has been exciting to see our new 3G pitch taking shape throughout this term. The opening cere-
mony took place on Friday 14th July and we are hoping to be able to make some limited use of the 
new facility before the end of this term. It will be a significant addition to enhance sport both for the 
school and for the community. However, it is crucial that, in order to ensure the long-term durability 
of the pitch, only plastic studded boots are worn on it. There is further information about this in this 
newsletter and on our website. Pupils who don’t have plastic studded boots won’t be allowed to use 
the 3G.

We have been asked to provide you with information about MyTravelPass. MyTravelPass is a free bus 
pass that the Welsh Government is offering to all 16-18 year olds which gives them 1/3 off the price 
of an adult bus fare in Wales. To find out more information please visit: https://mytravelpass.gov.
wales/en/.

GCSE results day this year is Thursday 24th August. School will be open for Year 11 pupils from 9.00 
a.m. and Year 10 pupils from 10.00 a.m. We are expecting our Year 11 pupils to have achieved record 
results for the school. However, there is some uncertainty across Wales this year about English and 
Maths results because of new GCSEs in those subjects which have been examined for the first time in 
2017.

It is now more than 20 years since we introduced our current school uniform after discussions with 
pupils and parents. In 2017/18 we intend to review all aspects of our uniform and make any changes 
necessary for September 2018. Please ensure that you are part of this review process.

Next academic year begins on Tuesday 5th September for our pupils. Until then, have a very enjoya-
ble and relaxing summer holiday.

Yours faithfully

ALAN TOOTILL
Headteacher
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Staff News
As Summer term comes to a close, we say farewell to a number of long standing mem-

bers of staff who between them have been at Penyrheol for 138 years!

Ms. A. Heard (Head of P.E) - Who leaves us after 31 years. 
Mrs J. Miller (Teaching Assistant) - Who leaves us after 28 years.

Mrs R. Davies (Welsh) - who leaves us after 28 years.
Mrs. G. Elford (Science) - Who leaves us after 26 years.

Mr. C. Fuge (P.E) - Who leaves us after 25 years.
 

The school wishes to thank them for their years of incredible service and all their 
friends and colleagues wish them a happy and healthy retirement!

We also say goodbye to Miss. S. Newman (Attendance Officer), Mrs T. Greenaway 
(MFL) and Mrs R. Thomas (Well Being Manager) who are venturing to pastures new.

We say a massive thank you to Mr. Richard Marks and Mr. Alastair Bartlett who have resigned as 
school governors this term, but welcome Mrs Kelly Roberts, a past pupil of the school onto the

 governing board.

We still have one vacany for Parent Governor to appoint, so please keep your eye on the school 
website for details regarding applying for this position.

Governor News



Our last Student Voice meeting of the Summer Term took place in the Library 
Resource Centre on Thursday 8th June. On this occasion the council used the 

session to thank our representatives who have finished their term of offfice, especially our Head 
and Deputy Head Boy and Girl who left school after their GCSE exams this month.

We formally welcomed our new Head and Deputy Head Boy and Girl to the council and the
 students briefly discussed their duties before officially handing over their responsibilities.

After the formalties, the students took part in a fun exercise, in which they had to decide how 
they would deal with certain descision making scenarios. The students went on to relax with 

some juice and biscuits and chatted about what they had achieved over the last year.  

       Head Boy & Girl         Organisers of Student Voice;  
Mrs Dyche & Mrs Morris say 

farewell & thank you to those leaving.

Head Boy 2017/18  - Josh Bainbridge and Head Girl 2017/18 - Lauren Francis  
Deputy Head Boy - Morgan Gay and Deputy Head Girl - Jade Roberts

Student Voice



Chipping Away at Success!

All the particpants will receive an 
Agored Cymru qualification, that shows that 
they have completed a course on how to cre-
ate, design and produce a capentry project.  

We hope that this taster course will help 
them decide which course to pursue in 

college when they leave school.

The pupils who took part were: Cain, Dylan, 
Jamie, Bradley, Colby & Ioan, who are pic-
tured opposite with their carpentry teacher 

Paul Davies.

This summer, six boys from Years 9 and 
10 completed a carpentry course at a spe-

cial workshop in Addison Road, 
Port Talbot.

The boys were selected because they had 
shown an interest in carpentry and alter-
native curriculum learning.  This course 

was offered as a taster to give them an in-
sight into the work that would be expect-
ed of them, should they decide to train as 
a professional in the field of construction. 

During the course, the boys took part in 
various projects including making a mug 
tree and a planter. The pupils were taught 
the importance of workshop safety and 
looked carefully at the various types of 

tools they would be working with, espe-
cially those used to create particular joints 

and finishes. 

Our pupils also had the opportunity to 
meet Derick, a carpenter, who specialis-
es in smaller items, such as pens. All of 

the boys chose two small blocks of wood 
which they shaped and sanded before 

choosing their accessories to create their 
own bespoke pen.



Our GCSE Media Studies pupils were fortunate enough to have a visit from News 
Editor Emma Grant from local radio station, ‘The Wave’. 

The GCSE examination topic for our Year 11 Media pupils was ‘Radio News’, so the 
question and answer session with Emma was invaluable. 

Pupils gained insight into how radio news is organised and written and learned lots 
of interesting information about how local news stations are run. 

Some of the pupils were lucky enough to have a starring role in the day’s news 
bulletin. Dena Davies, Isobel Bass and Samantha John gave their opinions on junk 

food and education funding. Pupils spoke with intelligence and clarity and it was an 
excellent morning. 

Good luck for your Media exam results in the summer Y11.

 Penyrheol on Air



Spotlight on Penyrheol

Here is a selection of the report written by Sally Holland:

All staff at a secondary school (teaching, support and associate) received training in 
restorative approaches to peer conflict. This is in the context of a clear commitment 

to children’s rights identified in the school development plan. A whole school charter 
linked to rights is displayed around the school and a new behaviour programme has 
been developed as a shared enterprise with young people, who have been key in its 
development and evaluation, exemplifying the school’s commitment to Article 12 

(right to express opinions). The programme emphasises the recognition of positive be-
haviour and one young person explains that ‘the system encourages you to respect the 

rights of others’.  

Since the new programme has been in place the number of fixed term exclusions has 
fallen dramatically. Alongside restorative approaches, teaching staff have meticulously 

mapped the coverage of the UNCRC across all learning and teacher planning,
 meaning that an understanding of rights and how they relate to decision making in 

different contexts can be continually developed and explored. 

“with rights we have developed more empathy towards others, especially the right 
to learn” 

Pupil, Secondary School.

“When your school commits to rights it’s not an add-on. You need to go back 
to what you’re trying to do, to your school values and then take it through 

everything… it transforms the relationships in the school” 
Deputy Head teacher, Primary School.

 

“I have never been in a more welcoming school… [X’s] behaviour has improved 
and he’s settled here, rights have definitely helped with this.” 

Parent, Special Education Setting

Sally Holland, the Children’s Commissioner for Wales recently wrote a publication in 
support of Children Rights and used Penyrheol Comprehensive school as a case study 
for the rest of Wales. The school appeared on BBC radio, with our Head Teacher, Mr 

Tootill, being interviewed. 

Penyrheol is used as a case study across UK Schools!



 Acrogymnast Stars!
Penyrheol Comprehensive School has a team of expert acrogymnasts. In 2016, aged just 
12-15 years old, the team entered the Welsh School Championship, picking up the gold 

medal in the Group Under-19 category and the gold and silver medals in the 
Pairs Under-13 category!
 Quite an achievement.

 
In May 2016 they entered the British Schools Championship in Stoke-on-Trent, represent-
ing Wales in the Group Under-19 and the Pairs Under-13 categories. They picked up silver 

medals in both categories, often competing against schools 
with sixth forms, who had older and more experienced  acro-

gymnasts  in their teams.

 
Silver medals for the Group U19 and Pairs U13 competi-

tions at the British Schools  
Acrogymnastic Championships in 2016.

In 2017 the girls retained their gold medal in the Welsh 
Schools Championship in the Group U19 category and added 

a silver and bronze medal in the Pairs U19 category. In the 
Pairs U13 category they retained their gold medal.

Representing Wales again at the British Schools Championships in May 2017, they 
achieved a bronze medal in the U13 Pairs and were placed 10th in the 

U19 Group category.

Penyrheol’s acrogymnastic team was nominated for the School Team of the Year in the 
Swansea Sports Awards held at the Brangwyn Hall in March 2017. Very deservedly, 

they won the School Team of the Year accolade!

The members of the team are:  Casey Jeffs, 
Danielle Griffiths, Rebecca Davies, Tamara Ra-
him-Smith, Georgina Matthews, Aimee Grif-
fiths, Olivia Street, Lily Thornhill and Jessica 

McNulty. 

Well done to every one of them for their hard work 
and fantastic achievement!



Our Ski Trip to Stowe and New York - Easter 2017
55 pupils embarked on a trip of a lifetime on Tuesday 11th April. We flew to Boston, where pupils 
got to experience the sights and sounds of the famous Boston Quincy Market. There were many 

food and drink stalls, local shops and musicians in the street to entertain them. From here we were 
bussed to Stowe. This is a quaint little town in Vermont, one of eastern America’s oldest and poshest 

ski resorts, for five days of spring skiing. 

The pupils had five wonderful days of warm-weather skiing. For the first two days they had the 
mountain to themselves. Then came ‘Spring break’ and we were joined by many college students 

who brought a real party atmosphere to the slopes. During the five days, the pupils also got to ex-
perience the local bowling alley and cinema and spent a considerable amount of time in the hotel 

swimming pool. Perfect for helping ease the tired muscles from skiing. 

Next stop was New York. We arrived in a very busy Times Square at midnight. It was clear from 
this point that New York really is the ‘city that doesn’t sleep’. The pupils were up bright and early for 
breakfast at Applejack’s Diner on Broadway before embarking on a day of sightseeing. They got to 

see Central Park, including Strawberry Fields and the Lennon Memorial, followed by a trip to Mad-
dison Square Park and Washington Square Park Memorial. Then on to the 9/11 Memorial and the 

new One World Trade Centre. 

 New York...



From here we had a break for lunch, before 
walking down Wall Street and meeting the 

famous Wall Street Bull. 

Next stop was Battery Park to embark on 
the ferry that would take the pupils out to 

Liberty Island and a chance to have a photo 
with the famous Lady of Liberty herself. 
At 5 pm we got onto a very busy under-

ground train to make our way uptown to 
the Bronx and Yankee Stadium. Here the 
pupils got to see the New York Yankees 

play the Chicago White Sox in an electric 
baseball match that saw the Yankees win 

convincingly. We left with 55 new Yankees’ 
fans,  all sporting some form of Yankees’ 

clothing.

Day Two in The Big Apple was all about the 
shopping. Pupils had the opportunity to 
shop on 7th Avenue and the famous 34th 

Street before we headed back to the airport 
for our flight home...Spent out and 

exhausted from 8 days of fun, adventure 
and excitement!

New York!



 A Round of Applause Please...
A4 Winners- April - May 2017

Music 
Y7 - Ceira Gibbs & Ethan Bowers
Y8 - Aaron Thomas & Jayme Simon-Vaughan
Y9 - Ella Whitton-Stroud & Eleri Thomas 
Y10 - Zoe James & Katie Thomas 
Y11 - Isabella Viggers & Ffion Summers

P.E (Boys)
Y7 - Colin Davies & Josh Griffiths
Y8 - Dean Thomas & Alex Gronow
Y9 - Cory-Jay Latronico & Ollie Rees
Y10 - Callum Everest & Morgan Gay
Y11 - Williams Davies & Ben Jones

P.E (Girls)
Y7 - Lucy-Jo Tucker & Briony McCumsky
Y8 - Lily Thornhill & Jess McNulty
Y9 - Aimee Griffiths & Gina Mathews
Y10 - Felicity Smith & Tara Rahim-Smith
Y11 - Jessica Hier & Ellie D’Auria

R.E 
Y7 - Mia Evans & Emma Morgan
Y8 - Emily Ling & Teagan Thomas 
Y9 - Saraia Walker & Isobel John
Y10 - Abbie Messer & Caitlin Grigg-Williams
Y11 -Caryl Jones & Kyla Evans 

Science
Y7 - Ellie-May West & Lillie Sloots
Y8 - Leon Clarke & Alex Gronow
Y9 - Alyssa Patrick & Isobel John
Y10 - Sam Ruggles & Thomas Lewis
Y11 - Rhys Newport & Matthew Hanford

Welsh 
Y7 - Alice Austin & Ceira Gibbs
Y8 - Megan Davies & Zoe Holloway
Y9 - Alex Delve & Abbie Messer
Y10 - Cian McBrian & Sandy Saunders
Y11 - Sian Waters & Isabella Viggers

Welsh Baccalaureate 
Y10 - Abbie Messer & Ben Harris 
Y11 - Charlotte Belton & Joshua Kilpatrick

Art
Y7 - Mia Evans & Joel Goddard
Y8 - Elicia Davies & Cerys Diamond
Y9 - Katie Broome & Jack Vincent
Y10 - Owen Barnfield & Lucy Evans
Y11 - Dominic Waters & Hannah Miles

Business Studies
Y10 -Michael Walters & Dylan Peel
Y11 - Stela Kovacheva & Bethan Turner

Design & Technology
Y7 - Brionni Fox & Niamh Thomas 
Y8 - Ellie Harris & Amy Elsey
Y9 - Alex Messer & Callum Evans 
Y10 - Zak Harrison & Carys Edwards 
Y11 - Nick Howells & Ashley Golding 

English
Y7 - Joe Bates & Jasmin-Lee Llewellyn
Y8 - Lucy Havard & Daniel Prendergast
Y9 - Shriya Patel & Freddie Dimmock
Y10 - Ruth Jones & Aimee Davies
Y11 - Isobel Bass & Ben Jones

History
Y7 - Kelly Fagg & James Caldon
Y8 - Naomi Buckley & Sam Lovell
Y9 - Christian Evans & Abbie Delve
Y10 - Ffion Brine & Kieran Davies
Y11 - William Davies & Fiona Davies

Media Studies
Y10 - Katie Thomas & Dylan Court
Y11 - Caitlin Cozens & Hannah Miles

Modern Foreign Languages
Y7 - Hassan Butt & Hannah Perry 
Y8 - Libby Thomas & Rhianna Rees
Y9 - Thierry Evans & Freddy Dimmock
Y10 - Catrin Thorne & Iona Beynon 
Y11 - Rhys Jones

    The following pupils have all been selected for either their 
outstanding achievement or effort in the following subjects:



The following pupils have all been selected for either their 
outstanding achievement or effort in the following subjects:

Art
Y7 - Kanye Woods & Louise Carruthers
Y8 - Lewis Brannigan & Harry Meyrick 
Y9 - Alina Klinka & Aimee Griffiths 
Y10 - Willow Hovvels & Isabelle Allen

Business Studies
Y10 -Chloe Jones & Michael Walters

English
Y7 - Bethan Thomas & Josiah Sharp
Y8 - Rhianna Rees & Megan Davies
Y9 - Charlotte Masters & Dewi Griffiths
Y10 - Callum Bolton & Millie Smith

History
Y7 - Courtney Philips & Ieuan Jones
Y8 - Alexandra Buzenchi & Sameer Naseer 
Y9 - Emily Thomas & Jack Vincent
Y10 - Callum Everest & Catrin Thomas

ICT
Y7 - Kelsey Pratt & Ceira Gibbs
Y8 - Leon Clarke & Eleanor Brain
Y9 - Jac Price & Alex Messer
Y 10 - Thomas Seager & Nathan Pyart

P.E (Boys)
Y7 - Oscar Scott & William Evans
Y8 - Charlie Selby & Bo Haynes-Foster
Y9 - JB Amos & Cain Shanks
Y10 - Calum Bolton & Steffan Davison

P.E (Girls)
Y7 - Holly Isaac & Abi Hughes
Y8 - Libby Thomas & Lily Thornhill
Y9 - Olivia Tomos & Chloe Grigg-Williams
Y10 - Seren Dennis & Fion Berrell

R.E.
Y7 - Ethan Bowers & Joe Bates
Y8 - Aimee Pritchard & Sean Keogh
Y9 - Eleri Thomas & Abbi Delve
Y10 - Abbie Messer & Matthew Newcombe

Science
Y7 - Amber Kavanagh & Kelly Fagg
Y8 - Tristan Hughes & Harri Houston
Y9 - Molly Austin & Scott Holiday
Y10 - Nia Germine & Jac Elsey

Welsh 
Y7 - Katlyn Williams & Cari James
Y8 - Leon Clarke & Madison Bevan
Y9 - Darcie Bass & Mollie Matthews
Y10 - Isobel Owens & Sophie Evans

Welsh Baccalaureate 
Y10 - Holley-May Jeffreys
Y11 - Lucy Evans 

 A Drum Roll Please...
A4 Winners- June-July 2017



This year’s Leavers’ 
Ball was held at 

 The Towers Hotel 
& Spa. 

  The theme, chosen by the prom 
committee, was 

 The 
Great Gatsby!
The venue was bedecked in pearls, 

ostrich feathers, white roses, 
 sparkling diamante and accented 
with gold. Pupils were met with a 

glittering clan of 2017 balloon 
banner on arrival. 

  The elegance of the room  evoked 
the art deco era of the 1920s.

 Over 160 pupils dazzled in an array 
of stunning gowns and dapper suits, 
and staff past and present, who also 

attended the event, scrubbed up well. 

All enjoyed a delicious 3 course 
 dinner with scrumptious puddings of       
individual strawberry cheesecake and 

chocolate-fudge cake. Other sweet 
treats included a Belgian chocolate 
fountain and a candy table, where 

everyone helped themselves to glass 
jars of sweets.

Great Gatsby! It’s Prom Night!

      Massive thanks to Mrs Morris for all her hard work and 
          creativity in organising such a glamorous evening.



Great Gatsby! It’s Prom Night!

      Massive thanks to Mrs Morris for all her hard work and 
          creativity in organising such a glamorous evening.

   Each table was laden with 
     surprises, as golden goody bags   
      held  comedy specs and party  

    favours  for fun photo opportunities 
during the evening. 

    Thanks to Jazmine Robinson’s mum            
     for the fab Photo Booth. 

    Everyone danced till their feet were  
     sore and we were treated to a  

     performance by the ‘Penyrheol  
   Boyzzz’...their unique interpretation 

of Beyoncee’s ‘Single Ladies’.

    Mrs Sarah Marks and Chelsea   
    Davies celebrated their birthdays  
    and were each surprised with a  

    chocolate birthday cake and candles. 
Golden Oscars were given to: 
 TOMOS PULLING, SARAH 

YOUNG, EWAN BEVAN, JOSHUA 
LEWIS, DYLAN HUGHES, JENNA 

DAVIES, STELA KOVACHEVA, MI-
CHAEL POWELL, SEAN RAMSAY, 
HOLLY EDWARDS, JOSH LEWIS 
AND SIMRAN NASEER, for their 

various endeavours and contributions 
to the school community,  

or for simply entertaining us all over 
the years! Thanks to Mr Rees for kind-

ly contributing the ‘Oscar’ statues.  
 

Head Girl Isobel Bass and 
Megan Jones presented

 Ms Ensell-Lewis and Mrs Morris with 
flowers and fizz and the evening ended 

at midnight. 



100% Fun
We had pleasure in taking 45 of our pupils to Thorpe Park this summer, all of 

whom had gained their FREE place by having 100% attendance! 

9 other pupils, who didn’t wish to visit Thorpe Park were given a £25 gift card for a 
shop of their choice instead! 

The trip took place on Wednesday 12th July, thankfully a sunny day, with the coach 
departing school at 6am and not returning until the evening.

Excellent attendance is essential in order for pupils to recieve a full all round 
education and we are thrilled to be able to reward all those that go the extra mile 

to never miss a day at school!



 STF Election Selection!

With a number of recent elections, here at the STF, we decided 
to test our knowledge and learn about what an election is and 

ran a mock General Election of our own!

The pupils were split into 4 of the main po-
litical parties and had to create manifestos, 
film political party broadcasts and prepare 

a campaign to persuade school staff. 

Voting took place on June 7th (a trial run 
for staff the next day) and the STF class-

room became a polling station with a 
sealed Ballot Box and voting booths. 

These were our candidates & their par-
ties:

Labour Candidate - Sandy Saunders
Conservative Candidate - Lee Rayner

Liberal Democrat Candidate - Jake Burder
Plaid Cymru Candidate - Kalum Rees

The winner of the election was Sandy Saunders for Labour

The next day Antoni An-
tonazzi won the Gower seat 

back for Labour from the 
Conservatives. Coincidence 

or good campaigning? 

Pupils learned a lot about 
the election process, 



e.g standard plastic stud boots:

standard plastic mini-stud shoe:               standard plastic bladed shoe:

NOT ALLOWED:
spiked athletics shoes:    metal studded boots:

FOOTWEAR ON THE 3G PITCH
Our new 3G pitch looks fantastic and we need to keep it that way by 

following the manufacturer’s instructions.

The only kind of sports shoes that can be worn on the 3G pitch are those with 
plastic studs. Without these pupils won’t be allowed on the 3G.



 
Sports Day Results 2017

Year 7

Position House Points
1st TIR 42
2nd TÂN 39
3rd GWYNT 35
4th DŴR 32

Year 8

Position House Points
1st GWYNT 38
2nd DŴR 36
3rd TIR 33
4th TÂN 31

Year 9

Position House Points
1st TIR 46
2nd TÂN 39
3rd GWYNT 35
4th DŴR 28

Overall Winners

Position House Points
1st TIR 121
2nd TÂN 109
3rd GWYNT 108
4th DŴR 96



Fashion Week Needs You!



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

THE US GIRLS ROAD SHOW IS COMING BACK TO 
PENYRHEOL! 

Wednesday 2nd August @ Penyrheol Leisure Centre 

10am-3pm 

SPORTS/PHYSICAL ACTIVITY / DANCE / CYCLING / NETBALL / FOOTBALL / 
BASKETBALL / DODGEBALL / WORKSHOPS / EMOTIONAL HEALTH / 

GUEST SPEAKERS / SELFIE STICKS / FUN … AND LOTS MORE!! 

£3 per person 

Please contact jenna.thomas@swansea.gov.uk for more information. 

 

 

 

    ‘Go Girl Academy 
Returns to see ‘Us Girls’



Many of our pupils at Penyrheol are involved in 
outside activities. If you would like to shout about it...

Here’s your chance!

  Beyond the School Gates

Raise your skirts and bob your hair...
delectable Millie is in Town!

Both current and ex-Penyrheol pupils are about to 
step onto the stage in a production of ‘Thoroughly 

Modern Millie’ at The Princess Royal Theatre in Port 
Talbot, 27-29 July

The 1920s spectacular is being performed by 
Gorseinon’s own award-winning 

‘Musicality Academy’ and stars 2 ex-pupils in the 
lead roles!: Elysia Coates as Millie and Robin Haley 

as Jimmy (pictured opposite).

If you would like to see this fabulously funny show, tickets are 
available at www.princessroyaltheatre.com

Tegan Bradley & Lily-Mai Dyer
have definitely got STARPOWER!

The girls who dance with local dance school ‘MODE’, 
won first place in a recent competition in Manchester. 

They performed a jazz dance to ‘The Addams Family’ 
and won a place in the International Championships 

in America! The girls, who attend dance classes twice a 
week, have been with MODE for a total of 13 Years!

Well done girls...we are really impressed!


