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Many 

activities 
have taken 
place this 

term



A Message from the HeadTeacher
Dear Parents and Pupils

In our last newsletter I mentioned two developments that were taking place over the Easter holidays. 
These were the installation of a 50kW solar panel system and the demolition of C Block from in front 
of the leisure centre. Both of these projects went successfully. Our solar panel system is up and run-
ning, reducing our electricity costs and providing a feed-in tariff payment to further offset against 
energy costs. The system is guaranteed for 25 years and is expected to function for 40 years, so it will 
provide us with excellent value for money over that time period and is an important part of our sus-
tainability.

C block has been demolished and we are now waiting to secure a contractor to replace the car park-
ing which used to exist in that space. Not only will this make the school and leisure centre site more 
pleasant, it is absolutely essential when we have any big events taking place and car parking on site 
becomes a nightmare!

It has as ever been a busy term and you can read about the many activities our pupils have taken part 
in inside this newsletter.

GCSE results day this year is Thursday 25th August. School will be open for Year 11 pupils from 9.00 
a.m. and Year 10 pupils from 10.00 a.m. Fingers crossed that everyone will have achieved the results 
they deserved from the time and effort that they put in.

By the end of term our first group of Duke of Edinburgh pupils should have completed their final 
expedition and achieved their Bronze Award. This is a massive undertaking. The young people who 
complete the Award deserve congratulations and I am very grateful for our staff who have organised 
and run the programme.

Next academic year begins on Friday 2nd September for our pupils. This will be an important induc-
tion day and the timetable will get underway properly from Monday 5th September. Next year sees 
the start of many revamped GCSE courses. We will also be launching fully our new Behaviour and 
Rewards Policy. During 2016/17 we hope to have a new 3G astroturf pitch to replace our worn out 
red gra surface. Enjoy the holidays!

Yours sincerely

ALAN TOOTILL
Headteacher
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Important Dates Staff & Governor News

Inset Days
Thursday 1st September

Friday 21st October

A full calendar of events is available to view 
on the school website.

All school publications, including our pro-
spectus, are available to view online at 

www.penyrheol-comp.net

GCSE Examination
 Results Day 

Results day is on Thursday 25th August 2016
 

Year 11 from 9.00 a.m.
 

Year 10 from 10.00 a.m.

At the end of this term, we bid farewell to 
two long serving members of teaching staff:

Mrs. C Jones (History) and Mme. J. Constance 
(Head of Foreign Languages). We wish both 

ladies a long, healthy and happy retirement and 
thank them for their contribution to school life 

over the years!

We also thank Mrs. D. Clear (Music) and Mrs 
E. Elliott (Geography) who are both finishing 

their temporary maternity cover posts this 
term. Mrs. L. Phipps (Music) and Mrs L. 

Thomas (Geography) will both be returning to 
school in September.

Congratulations to Mrs Dawn Steele who was 
re-elected as staff governor this term. 

Article 13: You have the right to find information



  Summer Concert
Superb Talent and Memora-

ble Moments ...

...were embedded in this year’s spectacular Summer 
Concert! 

Over 150 pupils were involved in this event 
which showcased the talent of instrumentalists, 
singers and dancers from all year groups of the 

school. The concert was themed as ‘Music from the 
Movies’ with the dress code being ‘any character 
from a film’. Pupils wore a mixture of costumes 
including characters from ‘Shrek’, witches from 

‘Wicked’, Disney Princesses and villains from films! 
With the smell of popcorn, a screen with excerpts 

from films and Oscars being presented, the concert 
was an entertaining and momentous occasion. 

The concert began with a vocal rendition of the 
Universal theme before the first show stopping 

dance item began. In complete contrast, two solo-
ists followed - A rousing guitar solo from Top Gun 
played by Joshua Hill and a humorous vocal solo by 
a young Year 8 student, Louise Allen, singing ‘We’re 

doing a sequel’ from ‘Muppets Most Wanted’.

Items from many ensembles and many movies 
followed. The Movies represented, included Pitch 

Perfect, Mamma Mia, Titanic, Hairspray, Pocahon-
tas, Frozen and Les Miserables to just name a few. 
The very large ensembles in the event of between 
30-60 pupils included the School Orchestra, Jun-
ior Choir, Senior Choir, String Group and Dance 

Group. The medium sized ensembles of around 20 
pupils in each included the select Chamber Choir, 

Boys Choir, Woodwind group and Guitar and Uku-
lele group. In addition to these were solo, duet, trio 

and quartet items. 

Superb vocal skills were shown by Shauna Lewis, 
Megan Jones and Isobel Bass in their highlights 

from ‘Wicked’. Two young pianists, Nia Davies and 
Dylan Caswell, both of Year 7, showed their excel-
lent skill on the piano with music from ‘Star Wars’ 

and ‘The Lion King’. The saxophone quartet playing 
‘Motown Medley’ even included a guest performer 

with his first debut appearance- Mr Tootill! 

The concert ended with the first Penyrheol ‘Uku-
lele Orchestra’ including soloists and the whole 

chorus of 80 Ukulele players and scores of singers 
on stage! An exciting and memorable night was 

had by both participants and the audience.



Rugby
Our Year 7 rugby team won the Swansea Cup 
back in April, defeating local rivals Gwyr in the 

final at St Helens. 
 

Years 8, 9 and 11 all reached the semi finals 
of their respective tournaments but all narrowly 

missed out on a place in the final.

Congratulations to Year 11 pupils Evan Budge 
and Lewys Edwards on a successful season 
playing for the Ospreys West Rugby Team.

Football
A lot of the football season was seriously hin-

dered by the weather. But the stand out
 performance came from the under 13s girls team 

lead by Mr Powell who reached the knockout 
stages of the Welsh cup narrowly losing out on 

penalties.

Moving Onward 
& Upward

Good luck to Year 11 pupil Alex Lang, who
 started his 2 year contract with Swansea City FC 
on July 1st. Alex, who was Head Boy at the time 

of leaving, has worked hard for many years to 
achieve this dream and we all wish him the very 

best in his exciting new venture .

               Sports News
Triathlon

Over 30 Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in a very 
muddy and wet Triathlon in Swansea at the end 

of term.

The pupils didnt let the weather conditions 
stop them and an outstanding effort was made by 

all.

The triathlon was an inter-schools competition 
and even the stewards were volunteers from the 
schools including our own Mital Patel pictured 

bottom right.



Gymnasts Bag a 
Medal...or Two!

A first for Penyrheol...Our girls team won 
 a GOLD medal in the Welsh Championships 

and a SILVER medal in the British Acro 
Gymnastics finals in Stoke on Trent this term. 

Seven girls travelled to the finals in May and 
what an amazing weekend they had! It began with 

an excellent performance by Olivia Street and 
Aimee Griffiths in the Under 13 pairs
 competition, who achieved a Silver. 

We waited until 5.30p.m. for the group com-
petition as we were their last school of the day to 

perform.  The girls didn’t disappoint, another 
dazzling performance, competing against girls 
much older. Another  Silver medal from Lily 

Thornhill, Olivia Street, Rebecca Davies, Danielle 
Grffiths, Gina Mathews and Tamara Rahim- 

Smith.

It was a very proud moment to see the girls with 
a Welsh Flag on the podium and their aim now is  

to challenge themselves to go for more Golds! 

Athletics

This term has been busy on the athletics 
front with major competitions taking place:

Swansea Harriers Trophy Meeting 
Many of our Year 7 girls took part and 

thoroughly enjoyed the meeting.

County Schools Athletics 
Championships 

Pupils from Year 8-10 represented the school 
and we had some excellent individual perfor-
mances. Grace Thomas (Y9) was selected to 

represent the county in Long Jump at the Car-
diff meeting at the end of the month.

Inter-Schools Cup Match 
In June, teams from Y 7-10 (boys and girls) 
competed, many of whom gave outstanding 

performances and made the top 3!
Well done to all pupils who took part.

Pictured below is Megan Davies (Y7) com-
peting in the Swansea Harrier inter-schools 

match.

Article 6: You have the right to life & to grow up to be healthy

              Sports News 



On Tuesday 28th June, we said our final fare-
well to Year 11. Despite the pouring rain, we set 
off to The Manor Park Hotel in Clydach for an 

evening that Year 11 will always remember. The 
girls all looked beautiful in their dresses and the 

boys looked very smart in their suits. The evening 
was well attended by thirty staff. 

After a meal of vegetable soup, roast chicken 
dinner, profiteroles and coffee, the pupils amused 

themselves. They were able to have 
photos taken by a professional photographer and 

go into the photobooth and help themselves to 
the ‘pick and mix’ sweets.

The Head Boy and Head Girl, Alex Lang and 
Olivia Budge, then made a lovely speech to Mme. 
Hyndman, Miss. Francis and Mr. Edwards, who 

had joined us for the evening, and presented 
them with flowers and chocolates. Awards were 

presented to a selection of pupils.

The pupils then enjoyed their time on the 
dance floor until the coaches arrived at midnight.  

 

What a Wonderful Evening!

  Year 11 Leavers Ball

Article 31: You have the right to relax and play



A Taste of 
‘Honey’!

Our GCSE Business Studies pupils 
were treated to a presentation from 

entrepreneur Mark Honey this term. Mark is 
the director of ‘Bounce Training’, a UK based 
learning and development organisation who 
nurture the potential of their varied clients. 

Mark, who has won acolades for his work 
including ‘Trainer of the Year’ at the National 

Customer Service Awards and ‘Employer of the 
Year’ at the National Business Awards, gave an 

interesting presentation about his journey from 
school to becoming a successful entrenpreneur 

- a really inspiring insight into what you can 
achieve if you put your mind to it! 

Pupils were also given a team-building
 exercise which really got their brains ticking as 

you can see from the photographs opposite!

Our pupils posed some really interesting and 
at times challenging questions to Mark, really 

making the most of his visit and knowledge. We 
are thrilled that this special visit was so 

successful and we look forward to welcoming 
Mark to the school again next year!

Business Studies Business!



Flash and Banter!   Coming Soon...

IFS Student Investor 
Competition

The IFS Student Investor Challenge is a UK 
wide investment game with a top prize of a 

trip to New York. Moreover, both the winning 
team members and their school will also receive 

money to spend!

This competition will be launched in the 
autumn term to Year 11 pupils and will run at 

lunchtime. The competition involves teams of 4 
pupils investing virtual money on the London 
Stock Exchange. Students will need to monitor 
their portfolios for approximately 4 months by 
following the highs and lows of the stock mar-
ket and making a judgement of when to buy 

and sell in order to make a profit. 

Participation certificates will be available at 
the end of the competition to all teams that 

enter. More information will follow in lessons 
at the start of the academic year in Business 

Studies.

Visit to 
Swansea Market

In May, five Year 10 pupils attended a ‘Flash and 
Banter’ event organised by the University of Wales 

with guest speaker Adam Corbally. Adam was a 
finalist in the TV show ‘The Apprentice’ and shared 
his knowledge of how he began a successful career 
trading from a market stall on a shoestring budget.  

The aim of the day was for pupils to see different 
approaches of displaying products effectively and 
then learning how to encourage customers to buy.  

Pupils enjoyed a tour of the market which in-
cluded listening to its history and development. 

They also participated in some taste testing of fruit, 
Welsh cakes and fish!  

Adam talked to the pupils about the benefits of 
running a market stall as a business and then pupils 

had the opportunity to practise some ‘banter’ to 
attract potential customers. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed the day and found it very engaging.



STF Garden 
The STF garden is now in its 3rd year and 

again the pupils have been very busy planting up 
this year’s crops. These include potatoes, 

tomatoes, salad, beans and peas as well as sweet 
corn and courgettes that were donated by staff. 

In April of last year, we applied for a grant from 
‘Grow Local Swansea’ and were pleased to be 
awarded £300. The purpose of the grant is to

 encourage pupils to grow and eat healthy food 
and to understand where these foods come from. 

We have used the grant to build a number of 
raised beds which have enabled us to plant a wide 
variety of vegetables...A bumper crop should be 

ready by the time we return in September!

 The pupils enjoy gardening and caring for the 
plants. They also really enjoy eating the results!

Commando Joe’s  
In conjunction with Swansea University, Com-
mando Joe’s staff came to the school to monitor 

pupils in relation to the study of asthma. The 
pupils were involved in high intensity interval 

exercise, measured and monitored. 

The aim of the programme is to improve the 
physical and mental well-being of the children 

with a special focus on those living with asthma.

Once a full analysis is complete, a 
comprehensive report will be compiled in which 

a full range of measures will be reported and 
compared against averages from other schools 

within Swansea and Port Talbot as well as against 
Welsh, UK and European averages.

       Happy and Healthy



  Madonna & Tina Turner Raise 
£800 (Well...sort of!) 

 

Nearly £800 was raised by an 80s themed 
event held at The Globe in Loughor. 

The Globe pub in Loughor, kindly hosted the event that was organised by Mrs Helen Morris, 
whose son Jack, himself with Muscular Dystrophy, attended Penyrheol Comprehensive School.

Helen, who dressed as a Rubiks Cube for the evening, was thrilled with the turn out and 
thanked everyone involved for their help, including Mrs Pauline Wood who performed as Tina 

Turner for the night!

The idea of supporting this charity came from Ms. A Heard (Head of P.E) who will be running 
the London Marathon in 2017 for the same cause. 

Ms. Heard (‘Team Orange’) is eager to support Muscular Dystrophy, not only because of the 
connection with ex-pupil Jack Morris, but also for Jack Price who is a current pupil at the school 

and who also has Muscular Dystrophy.

 



  Rugby Development
This Term has been a thrilling one for 

Penyrheol Rugby with the continuation of the 
Girls Rugby teams, the start of the Penyrheol 

Schools Touch Rugby League and the continued 
partnership with the Primary School Clusters.

We have seen the continuation of girls rugby 
across the 5 year groups at Penyrheol, with girls 
improving significantly on their knowledge and 

development of the game. 

The girls have attended 6 festivals this term 
targeting both contact and non-contact 

variations of the game. Over 60 girls have 
represented the school magnificently this year 

while out in festivals and have come on leaps and 
bounds since starting the sport around 

Christmas time. 

The women’s game is growing 
significantly, demonstrated by a new all girls 

rugby club opening in the area, running through 
the summer, for which 14 girls have registered 
from our school and cluster primaries. This is 
something that is really exciting and could see 

the women’s game improve drastically.
 

Could we have the next female Welsh 
International here at Penyrheol?

This year the school hosted its second annual 
touch rugby festival that has been held over this 

term. This event was open to both male and 
female pupils across 4 year groups and over 90

 pupils signed up. There have been lots of 
opportunities for new and experience players to 

join and to try a different variation of rugby where 
players will develop more skill and evasion 

techniques over the physical side that rugby union 
brings. 

The school attended a number of festivals this 
term where pupils have represented the school in 

rugby. The first mixed touch rugby festival was 
held this term where the Year 8 boys and girls 

worked as one, in a mixed team, to represent the 
school against other local schools at Morriston 
Comprehensive. This is the first time both boys 
and girls have worked together to represent the 

school in a local rugby festival and Penyrheol will 
be looking to host one in the near future.

Finally...this year, Penyrheol, in partnership with 
Pontybrenin Primary School, helped organise a 

tournament where all schools in Swansea 
including Penyrheol Cluster Primary Schools 

would compete for 3 trophies. This tournament 
was held on Friday 24th June and was a massive 

success. Feedbacks from all schools were
positive and Pontybrenin along with Penyrheol 

have already got plans in place to make this 
an annual event.



Gower College Taster Day

On Monday 27th June, our Year 11 
pupils visited Gower College for a ‘Tast-
er Day’. This gave the pupils a chance to 
see what their chosen subjects would be 
like and offered a chance for them to re-
choose their A level subjects if necessary. 

There were various activities taking 
place including a lovely Performing Arts 
workshop, where pupils learnt a dance 

routine, which was performed at the end 
of the session. Some of the pupils attend-

ed the Tycoch college campus, where 
subjects such as hairdressing, plumbing, 

construction etc. are taught. 

All the taster sessions made the pupils 
focus of what the subject is about and 

what would be expected of them. 
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the day 

and found it to be a worthwhile 
experience. 

Rock of Ages 
High School Edition

Cast your minds back 30 years and 
re-live the 80s! (if you can or dare!)

Our latest school production will be at 
Penyrheol Theatre, 17-20th 

October, and will offer you a wonderful 
night out and a trip down memory lane 

for mums and dads! 
 

Rock of Ages takes place in the late 
1980s and includes many songs that we all 

know and love!

The show which involves approx. 160 
of our pupils is already in rehearsal and 

the pupils would be thrilled to have your 
support! 

Tickets will be on sale when we
 return to school in September.

   A Taste of...Rock?



Article 12: You have the right to say what you think

       Student Voice
Student Voice met for the last time this term at 
the end of June and it was a very interesting and 

productive meeting.

This was the first meeting for our new Head 
Boy, Head Girl and their deputies and the last 

meeting for others, as new pupils will undoubt-
edly be joining the committee in September.

The following items were on the agenda and 
were discussed at length:

•New Behaviour Policy 

•Rights Respecting Schools:
 - What opportunities are given to pupils to have 

their say? 

         - How do you access information and what 
is in place to help you? 

       - How do you learn about Global citizenship 
and sustainable Development?

•Which Articles from the RRS Charter do you 
feel are most relevant to you and the school?

Mrs Morris gave a presentation on Ty Hafan 
Hospice in Cardiff and asked Student Voice if 
they would consider Ty Hafan as one of their 

chosen charities next year. Her husband will be 
taking the ‘Iron Man’ challenge in order to raise 
funds for the hospice, which is very dear to their 

hearts. 



 The Big Conversation
The idea of these sessions is for young people to work together and have their voices heard. To be
 listened to and to organise the changes they wish to see. These conversations take place every two 

months throughout the year and the priorities chosen so far are:

1. Mental Health
2. Anti-Bullying

3. Support for the Transition to Adulthood, especially for the Vulnerable
4. Substance Abuse

5. Housing and Homelessness
6. Domestic Abuse

7. Feeling Safe in School
8 A Curriculum for Life

On the 20th May, pupils attended the ‘Mental Health’ discussion at The Dylan Thomas Centre in 
Swansea along with partner secondary schools from Swansea.  The pupils brainstormed to see how 

much they knew about the subject and then shared their thoughts with the group.

The pupils took part in some fun activities including a quiz. They formed small groups and chose 
somebody to lie down to draw around. They then placed all the issues discussed on the body and 

looked at how the person could be affected. I.e. by social media.



Election Fever Hits Penyrheol!
 

During the recent local election process in Wales, Penyrheol pupils took part in their own election. 
The exercise was to help educate the pupils about how an election process works and the importance of 

collecting facts and making an informed decision. 

Five pupils from Year 11 were asked to represent a political party and they had to profess their 
manifesto to the younger pupils in a special assembly. They were encouraged to display their election 

posters around the school, wear rosettes and capture the attention of the younger pupils in any way that 
would help them put over their manifesto. 

  

The pupilswere then able to vote.

Our political party representatives for this exercise were:

Megan Jones: Welsh Conservatives
Isobel Bass - Welsh Liberal Democrats

Rhidian Lerwell - Welsh Labour
Charlotte Belton - Plaid Cymru

Matthew Hanford - UKIP Cymru

Once the votes were counted and verified, the eventual winner was announced by 
Mr Tootill in the canteen.  

 

The pupils elected Matthew Hanford as their representative (UKIP Cymru) who was 
applauded by the pupils and other candidates. The feedback from the mock election was very positive

 and  went on to create a better understanding of the then, forthcoming EU vote.



 

On July 7th and 8th, Year 9 pupils took part in 
the Young Business Dragons Competition. 

This annual event offers schools across the 
South West Region an enjoyable way to par-

ticipate in an enterprise and entrepreneurship 
activity…. and this year it was bigger and better 

than ever!

This year’s theme, focused on health and 
well-being. Teams of up to 8 students came up 

with a business plan for a product or service that 
would encourage a healthy lifestyle. 

We saw pupils creating products relating to 
diet, fitness, sportswear and technology. The pos-

sibilities were endless. 

The winning team from both days, will be 
competing in the next round of the competition 

at The Marriott Hotel next term.  

Good luck Penyrheol! 
 
 

   Making a Difference
 

 Welsh Baccalaureate 
Beach Clean

As part of their Community
 Participation for their Welsh Baccalaureate

Qualification, 178 Year 10 pupils 
participated in a Neighbourhood Enhancement 
Challenge. They assisted The National Trust at 

Rhossili Bay for two days. 

The pupils worked hard over the 2 days to collect a 
massive amount of litter from the beach. They filled 
the trailer on both days, so much so, the Land Rover 

had to drive the long way round to the village be-
cause it was too heavy for the usual quick route.  

The National Trust have thanked the pupils via 
twitter: 

 

 

 
Well done Year 10, you have done yourselves and 

Penyrheol proud.



Duke of Edinburgh Award

Bronze Expedition

Twenty One Duke of Edinburgh Award pupils will be completing the Final Bronze Expedition on 18th - 
19th July.  This is after showing dedication and commitment to the Award since September last year.  

They have completed 5 training days where they have visited Pembrey, Afan Argoed, Pembrokeshire and 
the Gower, having developed their navigation and campcraft skills.

The DofE Bronze Award is open to Year 10 pupils.  It requires the completion of three activities - skills, 
volunteering and physical (two for 3 months and one for 6 months), a practice and final  2 day expedition.  

In order to successfully complete the expedition, pupils must attend training days that are carried out at 
weekends and sessions after school every Thursday to learn various skills .  

It’s a lot of hard work, but very rewarding!

Anyone interested should see Ms Steel in S7.



Both Lily-Mai Dyer and Tegan Bradley (both 
Year 7) were part of a dance troupe that won the 

‘Star Power’ award in a jazz dance
 competition held in London recently.

The girls train with MODE in Gorseinon  and 
were given a ‘Golden Ticket’ to attend and 

compete in the World Dance Championships in 
America this summer!

The girls and their team are now busy 
fundraising in order that they can attend.

If you would like to see Mr Luckwell playing 
Mr Bumble in ‘Oliver!’ this summer, you can 
contact the theatre directly on 01639 763214 

or book online at 
www.princessroyaltheatre.com. 

Tickets are only £12 and £10 and the three
performances are: 

Thu 21st July - Sat 23rd July 2016.

 Mr Luckwell Treads the Boards!

Beyond the School Gates
 

your chance!

Jayden Paolella (Year 7), was thrilled to meet the one and only Harlem Globetrotter 
‘Hammer Harrison’ at the Motorpoint arena in Cardiff.

Jayden plays basketball for ‘Swansea Storm’ and is already working toward making the sport his career. 
He currently plays in the position of point guard which is similar to that of a defender in football.   

Below, we can see Jayden with his 7ft 3 hero

Jayden Meets His Basketball Hero!

Year 7 Girls Have Star Power!


