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Article 1: Everyone under 18 has these rights

Dear Parents and Pupils

I am delighted to say that we had a really excellent set of examination results in 2015. This was 
testimony to the hard work of our pupils and staff and the support and encouragement of parents. 
A staggering 95% of our Year 11 pupils last summer left the school with at least 5 higher grade 
GCSEs, the third highest result of the 15 secondary schools in Swansea! When you add all the 
qualifications gained by those pupils and turn them into points, then calculate the average per 
pupil, Penyrheol pupils had 645 points, the equal best    score in Swansea! The Welsh Government’s 
school categorisation system has awarded us a Grade 1 for our results over the last 3 years. We are 
very proud of this achievement.

On the negative side, we are already feeling the impact of significant budget cuts that came the way 
of Swansea schools last April. Class sizes in some year groups are now higher than is reasonable 
or sensible in a truly comprehensive school like Penyrheol. We are expecting worse to follow from 
the continuing austerity measures in the UK and Wales. We will be looking carefully at all aspects 
of our provision to see where any further savings can be made or income maximised. In these 
difficult times, it is even more important that pupils and parents are supportive of the education 
that we are seeking to provide for this community. A sound home-school partnership is crucial. 

As ever, our pupils have been involved in many visits and activities this term, some of which you 
can read about in this newsletter.

Our Christmas Carol Concert takes place at St. Catherine’s Church, Gorseinon, at 7.00 p.m. on 
Thursday, 17th December. We would love to see you there supporting our orchestra and choirs as 
we celebrate together the Christmas story and our pupils’ talents. 

Term ends at lunch time on Friday, 18th December, and the Spring Term begins for pupils on 
Monday, 4th January. 

Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda i gyfeillion Ysgol Gyfun Penyrheol.

Yours faithfully
  

  
A Message from the Headteacher
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Bank Holidays 2015/2016          Spring Term Inset Days 
2016 
25th December 2015 - Christmas Day             12th February 2016 
26th December 2015 - Boxing Day             24th March 2016 
1st January 2016 - New Years Day 
25 March 2016 - Good Friday 
28 March 2016 - Easter Monday 
2 May 2016 - May Day 
30 May 2016 - Spring Bank Holiday 
 

A full calendar of school dates and events is available to view on the school website.

Staff News 
We are sad to be saying goodbye to Mr John Phillips (Site Manager), who is 
retiring at Christmas having  worked at Penyrheol for 32 years!   
 
John says that when he retires he will be spending time with his family 
including some overseas travel. As a hobby, John plays bowls 3 times a 
week and has recently been elected Assistant Secretary of the Welsh 
Indoor Bowling Association. He is also Secretary of Parc Y Werin Bowling 
Association, Competition Secretary of Carmarthenshire County Bowling 
Association, a Council Member of the Welsh Outdoor Bowling Association 
and President Elect of the Welsh Bowls Umpires Association!  
 
With all of that as well as two daughters to complete DIY for, we are sure that John will wonder how 
he ever had time to work at Penyrheol! 
 
We wish John a very long and happy retirement.  
 
Our current Site Officer, Mr A Trotman will be taking over as Site Manager from January 2016.  
 

    Dates for Your Diary

Article 13: Your right to have information



   Autumn Term Activities! 
Enterprise Day 

 
On Thursday 24th and Friday 25th of September, Year 7 
pupils took part in our annual Enterprise Day.  
 
The aim of the day was to allow pupils to get to know each other by 
working on a business venture. Pupils worked in teams of eight to 
create a teddy bear manufacturing business where they had to create 
boxes of teddies to be sold to the public. 

Pupils had to evaluate their own strengths before deciding which 
business roles they would assume with many being responsible for 
the marketing, others in charge of finance and some in charge of 
art and design.   At the end of the session all groups had to present 
their product in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitch to the judges who then 
awarded the winning teams with merits. Most definitely a fun way to 
develop literacy, numeracy and communication skills!

 
Visit to Kidwelly Castle 
 
Year 7 spent two days in October storming  the ruins of 
Kidwelly castle as a part of their studies of Mediaeval 
History. They also visited Pembrey. 
 

Imperial War Museum
 

 
Pupils from Y9 visited the Imperial War Museum in November and were 
privileged to meet Cilla, a Jewish survivor from the Holocuast. Cilla told 
the pupils her story and she is pictured left with Aimee Davies from 9D.

Aimee said it was an upsetting but an educational trip and she found it 
hard to understand why people were treated so poorly just because they 
followed a different religion.   

One of the displays at the museum contained hundreds of pairs 
of shoes that once belonged to the Jewish people killed at the 
concentration camp. Aimee said, “This was the most upsetting part of 
the visit.” 

Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion



Art
Pupils studying GCSE Art & Design in Year 10 visited Cardiff Museum on a school trip in

Cardiff Museum Trip  
 

Pupils studying GCSE Art & Design in Year 10 visited Cardiff Museum on a school trip in 
September. They had the opportunity to draw from direct observation and photograph the various 

range of exhibits on display.  Pupils will record their learning and experience of Cardiff Museum 
through their sketchbook work which is part of the GCSE course. Overall it was a great day 

enjoyed by staff and pupils.

Article 29: The right to develop your personality, talents & abilities



    Saving the Planet 

Article 6: The right to survive & develop to your full potential

Shake Up Your Wake Up!
Children who skip breakfast are essentially starting the day on ‘empty’, which means the body then 
draws fuel from energy reserves. Unfortunately the stress hormones that are activated in this process 
leave us feeling irritable, tired and unable to take in information quickly and efficiently. 

With this in mind, Penyrheol Breakfast Club  is available to all pupils (& 
staff ) that haven’t had a chance to eat breakfast before arrivng at school.

A wide selection of breakfast items are available such as toast, cereals 
and even bacon rolls...all served by the fabulous canteen staff who enjoy 
the less busy time to chat with the pupils and provide them with a great 
start to the day! 

Pictured above is one of our dinner ladies, Clare (suitably dressed for the season!) serving Cameron 
Stanlake in Year 7, a regular user of the breakfast club, about to tuck in to a scrumptious bacon roll!

 
Rainforest Talks 
 
Phill Williams, a local environmentalist, visited the school 
during November to speak to our Year 9 pupils about the 
Rainforest and sustainability.

Phil, who has travelled extensively in South America and 
Borneo, shared his experiences with the pupils, who were amazed at some his stories! He also 
focussed on how pupils can be more eco-friendly in their daily lives and the need to respect their 
environment.

Year 9 particularly enjoyed his tales of the animals he had spent time 
with and the free sample of dark chocolate he provided, but most 
of all, seem to be fascinated by the unusual musical instruments 
demonstrated by Phil, that had been made by a rainforest tribe in 
Ecuador. 

Following the visit, pupils were asked to complete a written task on 
how they could save planet Earth!



      Student Voice 

OCTOBER MEETING
 

The new school year started with a meeting of the Student Voice, which included all our new 
members who were duly elected by pupils in the summer. 

The meeting started with an ice-breaker to get everyone relaxed. (See picture below). 

School Jackets 
It was agreed that it was a good idea for the pupils to be given the chance of purchasing warm 
waterproof jackets for winter. An example was shown that had the school badge on as well as 

the pupils’ initials on the sleeve. The idea seemed popular and Mrs Tanner agreed to distribute a 
letter to parents immediately. These jackets are now on sale. 

 

UNCHR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Following a recent non-uniform day, the council decided that the funds raised should be donated 
to UNCHR. £150 was sent in support of the Syrian refugees and the money will be going towards 

the provision of emergency shelter, relief and protection. A letter of thanks has recently been 
received from the charity which was extremely grateful for the donation. 

 

Foodbank 
It was agreed that pupils from Key Stage 4 would support the local food bank and a collection of 

donated food has since been collected and distributed! 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal for Romanian Orphans 
Once again this year, it was a unaminous decision to support the Romanian Shoebox Appeal. 

Student Voice felt that this is a worthwhile cause and something that they can follow from 
the start to the finish.   

As you can see from the photos on the inside of the newsletter cover, the boxes started to arrive 
from the pupils, all filled with goodies such as toys, toiletries and warm hats and gloves. 

Pupils and staff took the shoeboxes to the van which transported the shoeboxes to the airport 
ready for their journey to Romania. In early 2016, we hope to have some photos of the Romanian 

orphans receiving their Christmas presents.

Article 12: Your right to say what you think should happen & be listened to



         Student Voice 

Article 12: Your right to say what you think should happen & be listened to

NOVEMBER MEETING 

Following the huge success of Charity Week 2015, Student Voice met to discuss who should 
benefit from the money raised and how it should be distributed. After careful consideration the 

following charities were chosen: 
Awareness for Autism, LATCH (treating children with cancer & leaukaemia), and UNHCR (for 

refugees)

Visit to  a Level 2 ‘Rights Respecting School’
Here at Penyrheol, we are already a Level 1 Rights Respecting School, which means that we have 

proven to UNICEF that we actively promote children’s rights within the school and teach our 
pupils to consider these rights in all aspects of their learning. We are now working towards our 

Level 2 status which you can read more about later in the newsletter. 
 

As part of our reserach, we visited Pentrehafod Comprehensive School in Swansea, who have 
already gained their Level 2.  Student Voice representatives, Sam Lovering and  Libby Williams, 

both in Year 7 went to a meeting at Pentrehafod and Libby tells us a little bit about it:

The meeting was about how to improve our school. We visited Pentrehafod to see how they 
include the rights and respecting articles throughout the school, for example,  during lessons and 
in  and around the classrooms. Pentrehafod is a Level 2 rights respecting school and we thought 
some of their ideas were really good and that perhaps we could use them to help us to reach our 
Level 2 goal.

 I liked the fact that they had a large notice board showing how they support the charity ‘Show 
Racism The Red Card’ and  the pupils had painted on the walls to make them look colourful 
and vibrant,  which in my opinion made the school a nicer environment for learning in. There 
were quotes relating to the rights dotted around the building and I found these very inspiring!
      

      Know Your Rights!
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales is there to make sure that all children and young people 
in Wales find out about their rights. These rights are the things that children need to know to be 
healthy and happy. The United Nations have a list of the rights that children have. The list is called 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, or UNCRC for short. You can find some of them at 

the bottom of our newletter pages.
To make sure that you get your rights the Commissioner has five ‘super powers’, They are to:

Listen to what you have to say
Speak up about things that are important to you

Help to make sure that you get your rights
Talk to you if you have a problem.

If you need to get in touch with the Childrens Commssioner for Wales you can phone for free on 
0808 801 1000 ot text 80800 and start your message with COM.



    Rugby Development Report

   
Rugby gave me a confidence. I was quite shy and relatively timid, but it 
gave me the confidence to be a little bit more out-going and back myself a 
bit more.  Brian O’Driscoll (Professional Rugby Player)
 

It has been an excellent Autumn Term for Penyrheol Rugby, with regular fixtures, training sessions and 
coaching within lessons, providing more opportunities for rugby for all of our pupils.  
 
We have also seen a huge improvement in rugby at our feeder Primary Schools with over 200 pupils 
getting access to rugby sessions every week. Both girls and boys have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions 
so far and we are hoping that their excellent attitude will continue.  
 
It would be great to see more players developing this progress by going along to training sessions with 
one of our community clubs @ Gorseinon RFC or Loughor RFC (Contact the Rugby Development Officer 
for more details). 

Thanks go to Mr Fuge, Mr Clapperton, Mr Rees, Mr Day and Mr Edwards for their involvement and 
commitment to our rugby teams, without whom there would not have been so much opportunity for 
pupils to represent the school.   

So far this term we have played 41 rugby fixtures, winning 20, losing 20 and drawing 1. With our year 11 
squad reaching the Ospreys West Plate Final!  

Overall, we have been very happy with our results and even more so with our players attitude toward 
developing their performances.  
 

Rugby Results   
Year 7 - 1st XV & Development Squad – played 13, won 5 , lost 
8 
Year 8 – played 9 – won 7, lost 2
Year9 – played 9 – won 4, lost 5 
Year 10 – played 4 - won 1, lost 3
Year 11 – played 6, won 3, drew 1, lost 2 
 
Out of our 30 fixtures only 9 of them have come in 
competitive cup matches where we were hoping to get 
results. However, all of our games have been played with 
the sole purpose of trying to create better players regardless of winning or losing. I am firm believer in 
playing an open and expansive brand of rugby, with commitment, hard work and basic skills being the 
cornerstone of our rugby philosophy.  
I believe that all of the boys and girls who have represented the school so far this term have begun to 
buy in to this and, although mistakes have been made both on and off the pitch, the players are starting 
to understand what is expected of them.   
 
(Mr Tom Davies - Rugby Development Officer)

 Article 6: The right to life & to grow up to be healthy



 Article 6: The right to life & to grow up to be healthy

Football - Congratulations to the Year 7 and 8 girls football teams on making it through to the 
semi-finals of the Welsh Cup. This year, Mr Powell has done a fantastic job coaching the girls and 
having them train hard every Thursday. In round one they overcame Pentrehafod and in the last 
round came through 3-2 winners in a thrilling game against Bishopston. They now face Dyffryn 
school in the semi final which will be played at the very end of term. Good luck girls.
 
Well done to Head Boy Alex Lang (Y11) who continues to progress as a goalkeeper at Swansea 
City Football Club. 
 

Cricket - Libby Thomas (7D) has received a Welsh Cap for playing 
cricket for Wales (Under 12s). Libby, who mainly plays as wicket keeper, 
was presented with her cap at Swalec Cricket Stadium in Cardiff. What an 
amazing achievment for an 11 year old!

Netball - An excellent and enthusiastic start to the school year from all 
year groups who have won the majority of their matches! 

County - Lauren Francis, Lauren Evans and Grace Thomas  have been chosen to train for the 
County team and Lia Morruzzi Jones (Year 8) and Catrin Thomas (Year 9) have been chosen for 
the Development Squad. Well done to all!

Gymnastics - Olivia Street has had a superb couple of months 
recently, winning 5 gold medals for her acro gymnastics. Olivia came 1st 
representating Wales in Holland (13-19years) and 1st in ‘The British’, where 
she represented ‘West Street’ gym in Gorseinon.  

Olivia is currently squad training with the British team.
 

Cross Country - Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils competed in the County 
Development races and in the County Relay Finals. All performing well but Darcie Bass had some 
excellent runs in particular.

    General Sport Report!



     School Production 2015

When the Lights Go on again! 
 
Just before half term the pupils at Penyrheol presented a wonderful performance of ‘When the 
Lights Go  on Again’. This special play, written by Roy Sault, was chosen to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the ending of World War 2 and what a show it was!  

Despite the serious message that the show conveys, it was very 
enjoyable with lots of laughs and the pupils delivered the humour 
with ease. To highlight how the war affected us here in Wales and 
to celebrate that this is the first time the show has been performed 
in Wales, Director Annelie Williams-Sheaf decided to set the 
production in Gorseinon! In fact it is the first and last time for the 
show to be performed in Wales, as the writer has since withdrawn 
the rights, making this a particularly special school production for all 
concerned.

 
There were some great performances, not only by those in leads roles, 
but also some lovely cameo appearances and even some of staff were 
spotted in the very funny soldier scene which wouldn’t have been out 
of place in the classic ‘Dad’s Army’! 

 
 
 

 
Over 100 pupils were involved, all in costumes of the era which along with the music created an 
amazing atmosphere amongst the audience, who found it hard not to sing along! 

A wonderful evocative evening, providing laughter (and a few tears) which was enjoyed by all!

  Article 31: Your right to relax and & play



  Article 31: Your right to relax and & play

Rhys Newport (Y10) Tells Us About His Theatrical Experience!

“There’s nothing like it to be perfectly honest. I still remember 
the day that we all lined up to audition for a part. Sure, I 
wanted to have a good role, but I didn’t expect what I was 
going to get! I was given a role as part of the main family that 
the story line follows.  
 
The play is called ‘When The Lights Go on Again’ and is set 
in wartime Britain in the 1940s. My character has a bit of a 
romance in the show and goes off to fight in the navy and 
writes two long letters home, presented as monologues. 
I was also given a solo to sing. Sure, it was a lot to learn, 
but definitely worth it. So, after practicing the lines over the 
summer, I arrived to after school rehearsals where I met the 
people who were playing my family.  
 
At the start, I didn’t know anyone; neither did most of them 

either. However, by the end of it all we were literally just like a famil. It’s amazing the 
people you meet, who you never would’ve crossed paths with other wise. So after we 
had done all the rehearsals, which was about a six week long process, we arrived for 
the first performance. There were a lot of nerves, but mostly excitement. Never had I 
performed to an audience in the hundreds, but that was fine, we were prepared.  Once I 
had acquired my microphone and got my costume on, it was time. I was quietly talking 
to my friends in the wings as some of the teachers were warming up the audience; we 
were all stoked for the performance.  
 
Then, the curtain opened and it began. We all walked 
onto the stage and began performing and the thrill I got 
was incredible! Never had I got a feeling as great as it, 
just seeing the audience and doing what I enjoy.  I’m not 
going to deny that I was at least slightly nervous, but 
there really wasn’t anything to worry about. Just as we 
practised.  
 
We performed for 4 nights, and each night I felt that we 
all performed better and better. By the end, I was sad 
that it was over but glad that I had the experience. I will 
be doing it next year again, without a doubt”.

 When the Lights Go on Again!



I’m a Teacher 
Get Me Out of Here! 

 
Crickets, worms and cockroaches were all on the menu 

for our jungle ‘volunteers’ this year as they faced 
culinary challenges in aid of charity!

The theatre was packed with pupils all chanting for 
their favourite teacher to win. and the atmosphere 

was electric! 
 

Initially it looked as if Madame Hyndman was 
going to be the first to need a bucket, but Miss 

Fox pipped her to the post as the evidence (see 
photo on the right) shows!

Twice King of the Jungle, Mr Luckwell practically 
gulped down the critters with both Mr Rees and Mr 
Clapperton giving him a good run for his money.  

 
Rather calmer was Mr Day, who polished off the lot 
with ease...or did he?  Was that a second helping we 

saw Mr Luckwell finishing off!

It all came down to the pupils vote in the end, who 
hailed Mr Clapperton as their winner and he was 

therefore crowned ‘King of the Jungle’ 2015. 
 

(‘I’m a Celebrity’ winner Vicky Patterson...eat your 
heart out!) 

A brilliant event that was loads of 
fun and raised an amazing £251 

    Charity Week 2015 

Article 2: All children have rights no matter what!



A Chocolate Bouquet! 
 
Ms Vaughan, Jayme’s and Nena’s Mum kindly created a 
‘Chocolate Bouquet’ for the raffle for Charity week. All Year 7 
pupils were actively involved in selling the raffles tickets and 
7E would like to thank Ms Vaughan for her kind and lovely 
creation.  
 
 

        Congratulations to Freddy Dimmock from 8U  
                         who was the lucky winner!
 

This wasnt the only edible form of fundraising, with dozens of 
cakes being baked and sold all week. Well done to pupils from our 
STF who raised £182.32 doing just that!
The STF would also like to thank Adam’s mum for making and 
donating bracelets for us to sell!
 
Other events included a ‘Spinathon’, a ‘Photobooth’, ‘Sponsored Silences’ and ‘Name 
the Baby’ photo competitions.

A total of £2015 was raised for charity...A perfect amount for our 2015 charity week!

 

Educate the Kids 
 

As part of our Global Citizenship Programme, we continue 
to send our unwanted items of Penyrheol School Uniform 
to Africa, where the children are so grateful and are proud 

to wear it to school as you can see from these lovely 
pictures! 

Article 2: All children have rights no matter what!

 

      and... £2015 Raised!  



 
Penyrheol – A Rights Respecting School

Penyrheol Comprehensive was proud and delighted to achieve the UNICEF Rights 
Respecting School Award at Level 1 in June last academic year.  We now join a small 
and elite team of Secondary Schools in the County who have achieved the same status.  
We were highly praised by our assessors and our full report is on our WebSite for your 
information.  Our achievements have also been recognised by our school governors and 
education staff from the City and County of Swansea.    

We are now actively pursuing the Level 2 Award as we feel that our Rights Respecting 
journey impacts in a positive way on many aspects of our school life including behaviour 
and attendance. 

Lessons in school continue to highlight the Rights of the Child and our school 
documentation signposts the Rights where appropriate e.g. our school policies state 
which Right is linked to each policy and if you visit the school and sign in at reception, 
you will immediately see a link to one of the most important rights that we uphold, 
namely Article 19: Young People have the Right to be Kept Safe. Our school charter is on 
display around the school and promotes the most important Rights as selected by pupils, 
staff and you…our parents.  Thank you for your support in these matters. 

Alongside our Rights journey, all staff, teaching, support and associate, were trained 
in Restorative Practice in September this year. This training aims to sort out conflict in 
school by raising awareness of the harm that is being caused to individuals and working 
in a positive way to restore good relationships.  In addition, form classes and subject 
areas are starting to introduce ‘Check In’ or ‘Check Out’ in registration and lessons.  This 
gives our pupils, your children, an opportunity to state how they are feeling and gives us 
as staff an opportunity to provide an extra level of support if required. 

We always value parental input very highly and you will 
have a formal opportunity to feed back to us on how you 
think we are doing during Parents’ Evenings this year.  In 
the meantime, if there are things that you think we could 
do to improve our current practice – please get in touch. 

Thank you.

  The Journey Continues! 

Article 1: Everyone under the age of 18 has these rights Article 3: The best interests of the child are a priority



Penyrheol School Awards Evening 2015 
 
As always the awards evening was a really enjoyable occasion, with 
many of our past pupils returning to school to collect their trophies for 
excellence.  
 
Our special guest speaker this year was Dr Callum Steele, a past 
Penyrheol pupil who left to study dentistry. He spoke about not knowing 
which career path to follow until he had finished his ‘A’ Levels. His 
message was to work hard at every stage of your study and then the 
rewards will follow.  
 
 

In addition to the annual awards, two pupils were the recipients of the ‘Leigh Halfpenny’ Award, 
receiving £250 each to spend on their sporting hobbies. The pupils were Holly Edwards & Sophie 
McCallum.  Details of all the winners and their awards are listed in full overleaf.

Year 11 Mock Interviews 

For two days in November our Year 11 pupils had 
the fantastic opportunity of experiencing a mock 
interview.  
 
Employers from the community volunteered their 
time to interview the pupils, in the Library Resource 
Centre, giving them a chance to get a real feel for a 
formal interview situation.

Most of the pupils were understandably nervous at the start but were soon put at ease and enjoyed 
the experience. Honest feedback was offered to the pupils at the end in hope that they will improve 
their technique ready for the real thing when they leave school.
 
Pictured above, is Jourdain Croft (11C) who was interviewed by Jenna Evans from Lloyds Bank in 
Gorseinon. Jourdain tells us about the experience: 
 
 “I was quite nervous at the beginning but the interviewer was really friendly and I enjoyed 
speaking with her. This has been a valuable experience and I now feel much better prepared for a 
real interview.” 

      Year 11 Past & Present

Article 3: The best interests of the child are a priority



      
 

Article 29: The right to become the best that you can be

Penyrheol Comprehensive School Awards 2014/15
History Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in History  

Megan Hovvels 

 ICT Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in ICT  
Peter Dyer 

Media Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Media Studies  
Billie–Jo Lewis 

 
Lloyds Bank Cup for best GCSE performance in Modern  Languages  

Jamie Crahart 
 

Music Achievement Award for best GCSE performance in Music  
Olivia Brayley 

Performing Arts Achievement Award for best contribution to Music and Drama  
Angharad Weeks 

                       Physical Education Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in P.E 
Luke Jones

 
Sporting Achievement Award for commitment to Physical Education  

Liam Williams

Religious Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Religious Studies  
Angharad Lake

 
Vocational Education Award for best performance in Vocational Studies  

Tyler Thomas

Welsh Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Welsh  
Olivia Brayley

Thomas Award for Special Effort  
Caitlin Williams 

 
             Community Council Millennium Award for the best contribution to the Community  

Olivia Brayley, Megan Coslett, Aimee Marie Davies, Lori Milsom, Caitlin O’Brien

Headteacher’s Award  
Jack Morris 

Catherine Williams Award for outstanding GCSE performance  
Caitlin McConnell



      
 

Memorial Award for outstanding service to the School 
Matthew Richards 

 Penyrheol Award for outstanding service to the School  
Lori Milsom 

 English Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in English  
Caitlin O’Brien 

 English Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in English 
 Logan James 

 Mathematics Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Mathematics  
Leona-Jay Badger 

 
Mathematics Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in Mathematics  

Daniel Rowley 

 Marion Williams Science Award for best GCSE performance in Science Subjects  
Aran McConnell 

Science Achievement Award for most praiseworthy effort in Science  
Wendy He 

 
Art Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Art  

Madison Jones 

Business Studies Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Business Studies 
Ryan Humphreys Thomas 

              Child Development Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Child Development 
Danielle Williams

Design Technology Award for best performance in Design  Technology 
Ricky Stratford 

Drama Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Drama 
Megan Coslett 

 
Gower College Swansea Vocational Award for best performance in Engineering  

Alex Williams 
 

Geography Excellence Award for best GCSE performance in Geography  
Nicholas Heaton

Article 29: The right to become the best that you can be

Penyrheol Comprehensive School Awards 2014/15



Scouting - Earlier in the year, Nathanial Davies (8R) and Isaac Thorne 
(10Y)  were both awarded the Chief Scout Gold Award by the Scouting 
District Commissioner. This is the highest award a scout can achieve, so our 
congratulations go to both boys who are members of the Gorseinon Scout Pack.  
 
As part of the award ceremony, Isaac spoke about what it means to be a scout 
and explained what his pack had been up to this year. His talk was fluent and 

interesting. Well done!

Sport - Congratulations to Darcie Bass (Y8) who recently came first in the 
Under 13’s Welsh Mile Championships, recieving a gold medal for her superb 
performance!

Darcie trains twice a week with the Swansea Harriers and hopes to become a PE 
teacher! 

 
In November, Nathan Evans was selected for Welsh Kickboxing Team and 
represented Wales at the WKA World Championships in Spain. We are pleased to 
announce that Nathan came 4th which was a tremendous achievement! Nathan 
trains with the Gorseinon and Killay Martial Arts Academy who must be very 
proud!  
Congratulations also to Ffion Prior (pictured left) who won silver 
in the British kickboxing championships! 
 
 

In October Flynn Ramsden (11Y) represented Wales in Wheelchair Rugby at the 
Copper Box in the Olympic Park London. Flynn tells us that they lost the 1st match to 
Exeter Hawkes, won the 2nd match to Feltham Flyers and ‘thrashed’ the Saracens in 
the 3rd match!  This is the first time the Saracens have ever been beaten! Flynn says 
he had a really good time and it was the best day of his life. 
Flynn (pictured left) and his team came third place in the competition, winning 
bronze medals.  
 

Performing Arts  
 
Musicality Academy of Performng Arts, based in Gorseinon, will be presenting 
an evening of musical theatre at The Princess Royal Theatre in Port Talbot 
on Saturday 6th February 2016. Many pupils and staff from the school are 
involved and would love to have your support!  
 
Stalls have SOLD OUT but balcony tickets are still available at only £8 and £5 
at www.princessroyaltheatre.com or by calling the box office on 01639 763214.

Article 15: Your right to meet with friends & join groups & clubs

Beyond the School Gates 
Many of our Penyrheol pupils are involved in outside school 

activities. If you would like to shout about it...here’s your chance!


