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      Article 1: Everyone under 18 has these rights

Dear Parents and Pupils

I am devoting my front page letter to a single very serious and worrying matter that will impact 
significantly on the education that we provide at Penyrheol Comprehensive School over the next 
few years.

We are all aware that we are in an era of ‘austerity’ following the banking crisis of 2008 and the 
fact that the UK continues to run a very large budget deficit. To a great extent, schools have been 
protected from the worst effects of the need to reduce public expenditure up till now, but this is 
about to change.

Swansea Council has agreed a budget for 2015/16 that will see school budgets cut by 3.3% and 
statutory increases in pay and national insurance contributions not being funded. The overall 
impact of these decisions will be a 5% cut in school budgets across Swansea. For Penyrheol this 
equates to a reduction of over £200,000 for 2015/16.

We have already taken some key decisions as a result of our reduced budget:
•	 The current Year 8 will become 6 forms from September 2015.
•	 The new Year 7 cohort will be organised in 6 forms.
•	 We have removed Engineering and Motor Vehicle Studies from our KS4 options, because 

we have to pay Gower College for these courses.

However, many more changes will be required to meet our budget reductions. Classes will be 
larger and there will be fewer teaching, associate and support staff in the future. We will have to 
consider charging for transport (e.g. to sports fixtures) and for peripatetic music lessons. These 
are just some of the likely impacts coming.

The Council tells us that there will be further cuts equating to 5% in 2016/17 and 2017/18. There 
are very difficult times ahead for all Swansea’s schools. In spite of this, we will do everything we 
can to maintain an excellent educational provision for the young people of this community. As 
ever, your support is much appreciated.  
 
Yours faithfully

 
 
 
ALAN TOOTILL
Headteacher
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Other Important Dates 
13 April 2015  Year 10 GCSE Mock Examinations Week 
20th April 2015 Year 7 Parents’ Evening (3.30pm-6.30pm) 
22nd April 2015 Year 10 WBQ Trip to Big Pit 
27th April 2015 Year 10 Prefect Elections Week 
4th May 2015 Bank Holiday Monday 
6th May 2015 Year 7/8/9 National Literacy and Numeracy Tests (until 11th May) 
11th May 2015 Year 11 GCSE Examinations Start (until 22nd June) 
19th May 2015 Year 10 GCSE Geography Unit 1 
21st May 2015 Year 10 GCSE Maths Paper 1 (Selected classes) 
1st June 2015  Year 11 Study Leave Begins 
4th June 2015 Year 10 GCSE Maths Paper 2 (Selected classes) 
9th June 2015 Year 10 GCSE Science: Biology Unit 1 
   Year 8 Brecon Beacons Trip (Y-D) 
10th June 2015 Athletics Inter-School Cup 
11th June 2015 Year 8 Brecon Beacons Trip (R-H) 
12th June 2015     Year 10 GCSE Science: Chemistry Unit 1 
    Year 9 Summative Report Issued 
15th June 2015 Year 10 GCSE Science: Physics Unit 1 
16th June 2015 Year 10 GCSE History Unit 3 
17th June 2015 Year 7/8 Examinations (17th, 18th & 19th June) 
19th June 2015 Year 11 Leavers Assembly 
22nd June 2015 Year 11 GCSE Examinations End 
   Year 10 Exam Week 
26th June 2015 Year 11 Official Leaving Date 
29th June 2015 Year 10 Geography Fieldwork (2 days this week) 
30th June 2015 Year 11 Leavers Prom 
7th July 2015  Summer Concert (7-8.30pm) 
8th July 2015  PSE Day 
9th July 2015  Year 9 Swansea Young Business Dragons (Y-D) 
   Year 7/8 Swimming Gala 
10th July 2015 Year 9 Swansea Young Business Dragons (R-H) 
13th July 2015 Year 10 Work Experience Week 
14th July 2015 Sports Day 
15th July 2015 Non-Uniform Day 
   Gorseinon Festival of Song 
16th July 2015 Activity Day 
17th July 2015 Summer Term Ends: School Closes at 1.30 p.m. 
20th July 2015 INSET Day 
20th August  GCSE Exam Results Day  
 

     Important Dates

Article 13: Your right to have information



The Imperial War Museum Sport Report!
Staff News 
 
Congratulations to Mr. M. Rees (DT) and Miss H. Myers (Reprographics) on the birth of their baby boy 
and to Mrs. C. Cox (STF) on the birth of her baby daughter. 
 
A warm welcome to ex-pupil Alastair Bartlett, who joins us as our new Community Governor.

We say farewell this term to Mr. N. Aldous (IT Technician) who is leaving us to pursue a new career 
and to Miss V. Jones (English) who has just started a two year secondment to the Welsh Government.  
 
We also say goodbye to Mr. Keith Milward (Careers Wales) who is taking early retirement this term. 
However...we can continue to listen to Keith each Thursday evening when he hosts his weekly 
musical programme on Radio Tircoed 106.5FM. 
 

Sport Report 

Rugby - Three year 11 boys are progressing well with the Ospreys. They are Liam Kissick, Llewyllen 
Richards and, recently called into the squad, Brandon Owens. 
 
We also have three year 10 boys playing well for the Swansea School Boys Rugby Team. They are 
Evan Budge, Lewys Edwards and, again recently called back into the squad, Daniel Thomas.

We have two teams still going well in the cup competition, Year 9 take on Olchfa in the semi final 
and the year 10s face Bishopston in the quarter finals. Good luck  for both of those matches boys.

Football - The leagues are drawing to a close and we have played a total of 30 matches with 
mixed results! Year 9 have performed the best overall, but in total we have won 12 matches, lost 15 
and drawn 3.

Netball - Year 7 remain unbeaten.  Hopefully they will continue this success in the County Netball 
tournament in Bishopston at the end of the month. 

Year 8 have had a very successful season, only losing to Gowerton. They won their League in the 
County Tournament and are defending their County title in the finals at the end of term. 

Year 9 competed well in their County Tournament although, unfortunately,  they did not qualify for 
the next stage.

Wheelchair Basketball - A number of pupils from Penyrheol and our feeder primary schools 
participated in a very  enjoyable development session taken by the British Wheelchair basketball 
coach.  This was a fantastic experience and one that we hope to repeat again sometime soon.  The 
pupils involved have been invited to watch Swansea Ospreys Wheelchair Rugby team play....We look 
forward to that!

  Staff News & Sport Report

Article 6: You have the right to life and to grow up to be healthy



The 2015 School Eisteddfod was held on Monday, 2nd March, St. Non’s Day! 

Yet again, the Eisteddfod programme was full and varied and, for the first time this year, points were 
awarded to the Houses as opposed to forms. Pupils were sat in either Dŵr, Gwynt, Tân or Tir in the 
Theatre. Judges had asked to be closer to the stage in 2014 and their wish was granted! Mrs. Hazel 
Howells (ex-Reprographics) who was responsible for the floral display was again joined by Mrs. Marian 
Davis (ex-Head of Welsh). Diolch yn fawr both!

 
Cwm Rhondda was sung by all after a reflective assembly 
presented by Lori Milsom (Head Girl) and Matthew Richards 
(Head Boy). Two Welsh nursery rhymes were also sung in 
rounds with various staff called upon to help their fellow House 
pupil members:   
 
Dyna ti yn eistedd aderyn du and Ble mae Daniel?   
 
Câr dy Heniaith was also sung well to the tune of Love me 
Tender, made famous by Elvis Presley.

 
There were 15 stage competitions this year, comprising of drama, music and recitation items. Some 
were solo performances and others involved groups or ensembles. Stand alone items included a Year 
7 dance troupe and a Year 7/8 gymnastics display. Diolch to Miss Heard for her preparatory work with 
these items. Diolch also to Mrs Wilson for choreographing the 36 strong dance troupe for their 10:45 
item!  

The 9 students of the STF had their own Eisteddfod collage competition which was to decorate a 
Welsh dragon. Jessica Hext was 1st, Sandy Saunders 2nd and Kallum Rees 3rd. Mention should also be 
made of Grace Thomas from Blwyddyn 8 (Gwynt) for her overall athletics performance. Bendigedig!

And the Winners Were... 
 
As ever, off stage competition results were announced throughout the morning and a copy of the full 
results are shown opposite.  (Diolch to Mrs. Quinn once again for her calculations!) Each winner was 
awarded a certificate and a £5 WHSmith voucher. Da iawn!  

 
Overall Homework Winners  - Bl 7: Edan Reid (U/Dwr) Bl 8: Callum Everest (D/Dwr)
Winning Houses - Bl 7: Dwr  Bl 8: Tan 
Most Promising Musicians - Bl 7: Darcie Bass (S/Tir) + Eleri Thomas (E/Tan)  Bl 8: 
Matthew Richards (E/Tir) 
                                                   
In addition to all the performing, our Welsh cake tuck shop raised £90 which, added to the £160 profit 
from 2014, resulted in a cheque for £250 being donated to Macmillan Cancer Support.  

The 2015 Welsh cake/juice tuck shop raised £90 which, added to the £160 profit from 

    2015 Eisteddfod

             Article 30: Your right to use your own language



2015 Eisteddfod Results

ART: Love Spoons 
Blwyddyn 7 

Drew Richards             R / Dŵr Aimee Griffiths          R / Gwynt 
Jon Barry Amos            R / Dŵr 

Harriet Powell                   R / Tir 
Alexandria Wilson             E / Tir 

Blwyddyn 8 Isabelle Allen           E / Gwynt Joseph Morris               D / Tân 
Alice Whitby              D / Gwynt 

Abbie Messer                  C / Dŵr 
Lauren Nurse              M / Gwynt 

ART: Photography 
Blwyddyn 7 

Tilly Morton-Lewis   M / Gwynt Isobel John             7S / Gwynt  
Alyssa Patrick             7E / Dŵr 

Molly Bates                     E / Dŵr 
Jessica Garratt                S / Dŵr 

Blwyddyn 8 Chloe Fagg              E / Gwynt Willow Hovvels             C / Tân Oliver Jones                      D / Tir 
Callum Everest             D / Dŵr  

ART: Painting 
Blwyddyn 7 

Krystle Davies         D / Gwynt Ffion John                 U / Gwynt Thea Thomas –Peters    E / Dŵr 

Blwyddyn 8 Mathias Street             E / Tân   

RE 
Blwyddyn 7 

Edan Reid                  U / Dŵr Ella Stroud-Whitton   S / Gwynt 
Sophie Thomas        R / Gwynt 

Molly Bates                     E / Dŵr 
Harriet Powell                   R / Tir 

Blwyddyn 8 Caitlin Grigg-Williams    H / Tir Mia Cozens                  R / Tân 
Callum Everest           D / Dŵr 

Thomas Seager              E / Dŵr 
Kimberly Randlesome     D / Tân 

Blwyddyn 9 Kyla Evans                  H / Dŵr Caitlin Cavalluci              D / Tir 
Nia Thomas                  R / Dŵr 

Isobel Bass                     D / Tân 
Joe Frohwein                  M / Tân 

GEOGRAPHY Edan Reid                  U / Dŵr Harriet Powell                 R / Tir Sophie Thomas           R / Gwynt 

Blwyddyn 8 Kimberly Randlesome D / Tân Chloe Fagg               E / Gwynt Phoebe Dene                    C / Tir 

HISTORY Eleri Thomas               E / Tân Edan Reid                   U / Dŵr Celyn Willicombe            R / Dŵr 

Blwyddyn 8 Nakia Thomas             D / Dŵr Sam Ruggles                Y / Dŵr Caitlin Grigg-Williams       H / Tir 

Blwyddyn 9 Caryl Jones                 E / Dŵr Jake Thomas                C / Tân Naira de Costa            H / Gwynt 

MATHS Alexandria Wilson          E / Tir Edan Reid                   U / Dŵr Eleri Thomas                   E / Tân 

Blwyddyn 8 Callum Everest          D / Dŵr Nathan Taylor               C / Dŵr Ellie Evans                      M / Tân 

ICT Edan Reid                  U / Dŵr Jessica Garrett            S  / Dŵr Saraia Walker                 U / Tân 

DRAMA 7D / Tir 7M / Tân 7E / Tân 

Blwyddyn 8 8R / Tân 8H / Dŵr 8E / Gwynt + 8R / Gwynt 

CYMRAEG Eleri Thomas               E / Tân Molly Bates                   E / Dŵr Molly Austin                      R / Tir 

Blwyddyn 8 Jade Roberts               E / Dŵr Aaron Smith                 M / Dŵr Aliesha Job                       C / Tir 

MFL Eleri Thomas               E / Tân Declan Davies                M / Tir  Evie Lisk                           D / Tir 

Blwyddyn 8 Willow Hovvels            C / Tân Millie Smith                     Y / Tir Lauren Evans                  Y / Tân 

ENGLISH Eleri Thomas               E / Tân Sam Kent                      U / Tân Freya Whitely              D / Gwynt 

Blwyddyn 8 Abbie Messer              D / Dŵr Logan Williams         Y / Gwynt Melissa Samuels             R / Tân 

SCIENCE Connor Hayley         R / Gwynt Harriet Powell                 R / Tir Aimee Griffiths            R / Gwynt 

Blwyddyn 8 Tristan Kostromin        Y / Dŵr Rebecca Davies       E / Gwynt Lewis Bamford               M / Dŵr 

Blwyddyn 9 Katie Ford                      R / Tir Zoë Donne                H / Gwynt Emily John                        M / Tir 

NETBALL Blwyddyn 7 Tân Dŵr Gwynt + Tir 

PENTATHLON 
Blwyddyn 8 

Tân + Tir Dŵr Gwynt 

1st 2nd 3rd 

Article 7: You have the right to a name and nationality



Spring Term With Key Stage 3 

Year 7/8 St. David’s Day Eisteddfod 

Everyone enjoyed this year’s Eisteddfod with pupils participating in a range of competitions run by 
various departments and performing and competing in a range of activities in the theatre, including 
dance, instrumental solos and choral pieces.   House team ‘Dwr‘ were the overall winners in Year 7 
and  ‘Tan’ in Year 8. Ardderchog! 

STEM Workshop 

Companies ‘BaseWales’ and ‘Schaeffler ‘came into school this term to deliver a STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Maths) activity to a group of 35 Year 7 pupils. Pupils enjoyed the activity 
which was to build a windmill out of the resources provided, cost the materials required and calculate 
the power it would generate. The workshop was introduced to encourage project-based collaborative 
learning, where children have to work together in a hands-on way to solve real world problems. This 
was a very interesting day and one which we hope to repeat again next year!

Enterprise Days 

At the beginning of February, Year 8 took part in an Enterprise 
Day.  They were asked to finance, design, construct, and advertise 
a park.  A presentation in teams concluded the activity.  This 
utilised many skills and was a wonderful team building activity, as 
pupils worked with each other across all forms in Year 8.  
  

KS3 Attendance 
 

 
Years 7, 8 and 9 have been working hard at ensuring that school 
attendance remains excellent and pupils who attain 100% are 
always congratulated. 

Pastoral Assistant for Year 8 Mrs. Gwyther says:  
“Year 8 are working hard on their attendance and we have 21 
pupils who have 100% attendance this academic year! Well done to 
them!”
  
Form 8C won the term attendance cup for the third time in a row 
and here are Josh Bainbridge & Abigail Messer from the winning 
form, holding the attendance cup.  
 
Well done 8C!

Article 3: All children have rights, no matter what!



Spring Term With Key Stage 4 

            Article 29: Your right to become the best you can be

Y10 Boys Football Team 
 
Our football team are on good form at the moment, ahead of their 2015 
Sport Tour to the USA which we are all very excited about! 

After a well-earned 1 – 1 draw against Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr:  Rhys Gear 
(10M) gave Penyrheol the lead in the first half but Gwyr equalised in 
the second half to earn them the point. A very good performance from 
both sides! 

Year 11 Exams - ‘It’s all in the Preparation!’ 
 
This term has been all about preparing for the forthcoming GCSE exams. Many assignments have had 
to be completed and deadlines met in order for work to be sent off for marking, but there is still a lot of 
hard work to go!

Pob lwc to all pupils in year 11 for the forthcoming exams, which start on the 11th May.   
‘Per ardua ad astra’!

 
To help you organise your revision sessions,  a full Year 11 timetable follows. (Both Y10 and Y11 
timetables will also be available to view on the school website www.penyrheol-comp.net.
 

Exam Busters! 
 
As extra preparation for the GCSEs, Year 11 pupils attended ‘Exam Busters’, a fun workshop intended 
to offer tips on how best to revise for and sit exams. This session took place during our Whole School 
Review Day and as always, proved to be a great success! 

And there’s Prom Preparation too! 

After the Year 11 examination period ends, comes the reward! On Tuesday 30th June, Year 11 pupils will 
have their Leavers Prom which will be held at The Manor Park Hotel in Clydach.  
 
Tickets for the event will soon be available from the school reception and, prior to that, there will be 
a prize draw taking place in assembly on Friday 17th April for all pupils who achieved ‘positive’ prom 
points. Prizes will include vouchers for hairstyling, manicures and spray tans, not to mention High 
Street vouchers and a FREE prom ticket for one lucky pupil! 
 
A three course meal will be served and we shall dance the night away before saying a fond farewell to 
this lovely year group...Until Results day that is...Exam results will be available for collection from 9am 
on Thursday 20th August 2015. (10am for Y10)



           Y11 GCSE Examination Timetable 2015 

A year from now you’ll wish you had started today! 



           Y11 GCSE Examination Timetable 2015 

It’s not going to be easy, but it is going to be worth it!



Heroes and Villains Impress our Budding Writers!
 

On Wednesday, 14th January, 45 pupils from Years 7 and 8 attended the Scribblers’ Tour at Swansea 
University. Martin Daws, the Young People’s Laureate for Wales, hosted the event. He is a poet and live 

performer and within minutes he had the pupils participating in a live performance and creating their 
own poetry using his ‘Meaning Machine’ technique! 

 
The pupils  were also very fortunate to meet Siobhan Curham, author of ‘Finding Cherokee Brown’, who 

shared her formula for a great story:  

Character + Goals + Obstacles + Determination + Imagination = Great Story!
 

Siobhan is an award-winning author of books for young adults, and on her website she states that she is 
‘passionate about daring others to love, create and dream’.  
She certainly gave our pupils a lot of things to think about! 

“The Scribblers Tour was a fun day where we got to take English to a 
different level. We took part in multiple workshops, learning what poetry 
means and talking to authors”. Damon Watts  
 
 

“My Scribblers Tour experience was great! My favourite part of it was when we were making up poems. 
The Scribblers Tour is about learning and thinking about different types of literature and learning about 
different authors and their lives”. Shayne Devey  
 

“We had a talk on what made a really good story...A plot, hurdles, challenges and how to overcome them. 
I really enjoyed myself and I took a lot of story writing tips away from my visit”. Edan Reid 

 
“The Scribblers tour was all about authors and what inspires them. We had to do a rap and we looked 
at Superheroes and Villains and how to write about them. We had a booklet of 
questions to answer and a worksheet to fill in at the end. Some of us bought 
a book, signed by the author that had spoken to us”. Abigail Watkins  

 
“I really enjoyed meeting real authors and having my book signed 
by Siobahn Curham. I also thought the day was very well planned. I 
especially enjoyed the part about the Heroes and Villains. I liked the 
fact that we were interacting with the talk.”  
Samuel Kent 

The Scribblers Tour

Article 28: Your right to learn and go to school



 
‘Only Boys were Allowed’ at our Recent GCSE Singing 

Workshop! 

We were thrilled in January to welcome members of the well known singing group ‘Only Boys 
Aloud’ to Penyrheol. The singers were invited to talk to the boys on our GCSE music course, 

encouraging them to use their voices and to sing out!
 

The boys who attended the workshop have shared a few of their thoughts with us:

 “I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop with the men from ‘Only Boys Aloud’ and picking up 
information about the choir as well as developing new vocal techniques.  The men were really 
friendly and enthusiastic about the choir.  We did several warm up exercises which were a taster 
of what we could do in our own choir rehearsals.  This workshop has really made me want to sing 
more in school and I have asked my music teacher if we could start up a boys only choir in school.’’ 
Alex Lang 10H

“The Only Boys Aloud workshop was a fun experience! I felt that I learnt a lot from the leaders of 
OBA, for example I was able to listen to myself and control my voice.  They are a really experienced 
choir and sound like they have lots of fun.  They have been on The X-Factor, Britain’s Got Talent and 
other TV shows.  I will definitely consider joining them one day!”  
Oliver Thomas 10H
         
“I think that the visit from Only Boys Aloud was beneficial as we learnt that boys up to the age of 
19 can join the choir regardless of your ability and you can join without an audition and with no fee.   
It was very enjoyable as we had to do different vocal exercises that would help our performance to 
show what they did at the beginning of choir.  I didn’t realise that there are over 200 boys in the choir 
but the only time they all come together is when they are preparing to give a performance, otherwise 
they meet once a week in their regions.  It really has given me an insight of what it is like to be part 
of a large choir and it would be something I would consider...  when I finish my GCSE examinations.”   
Jack Morris 11D

Only Boys Aloud!

Article 12: Your right to be listened to



Reading 

Year 11 Showcase 

On the 3rd March, Penyrheol saw the first ever Year 11 Showcase Performance and the evening was 
a huge success!  

 
This ‘one night only’ performance was designed to enable the GCSE Music class to perform 

the pieces that they had prepared for their exams the following week, in front of a friendly and 
appreciative audience. 

 
Everyone performed superbly and with 80% of the class going on to achieve an A* or A in the 

exam it was definitely worth doing! 

The evening was the first event to be held in the school canteen and was organised solely by the 
Year 10 GCSE Music class themselves. The pupils provided refreshments, a raffle, handled the 

marketing, finance and equipment and considered all Health and Safety procedures.  
 

The evening was compered by the hilarious pairing of Lewis Dennis and Alex Lang (definitely 
Penyrheol’s version of Ant and Dec…)!  

 
The Year 10 class will now use this experience towards their Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification.  

 

Many thanks to everyone who came to support the event.
 

                  Music Department News!

            “Where words fail, music speaks” - Hans Christian Andersen



Reading 

Singing all the Way from Penyrheol to Paris! 
 
“On Saturday 7th March we were given the opportunity to perform on one of the big stages at Disneyland, 
Paris for the Welsh St. David’s festival.  We practised for half an hour every Friday morning and the week 
before we left we got the chance to record our voices at the recording studio in Gower College.  This was a 
fun and new experience for us all. We even got to wear the headphones whilst recording!

 
Our favourite part of the trip was being able to 
share our Welsh music with people from around 
the world. Our favourite song was Yn Gefn I Mi 
(Stand By Me) as it was upbeat and fun.  We all 
wore red polo shirts with our school badge and 
the words ‘Disney 2015’ on.  We looked amazing! 
 
We’d love to have the opportunity to sing on the 
Disney Stage again and would recommend it to 
any pupils that are given the chance to do so”. 

Isobel Bass & Caitlin Cavalucci 9D

 
Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday 24th March – Easter Concert (featuring Key Stage 3 pupils)
 
Tuesday 7th July – Summer Concert
 
Wednesday 15th July – Gorseinon Festival of Song (featuring Gorseinon Youth 
Choir and all feeder Primary Schools)
 

Musical Extra Curricular Activities! 

There are now even more opportunities to get involved in Music! Why not come along and join in? 

Monday Lunch – Wind Group
Tuesday Registration – Boys Choir (All Years)  
Tuesday Lunch – Percussion Group (All abilities welcome)  
Tuesday After School – Composition and Music Theory Club  
Wednesday Registration – Junior Choir (Years 7-8) 
Wednesday Lunch – Guitar Group (All abilities welcome) & String Group
Wednesday After School – Senior Choir (Years 9+) & Chamber Choir (KS4 Girls)  
Thursday Lunch – Jazz Band  
Thursday After School – Whole School Orchestra  

                  Music Department News!

 “Music touches us emotionally, where words alone can’t”- Johnny Depp 



Reading ‘Promotion’ for Swansea City 
There was lots of excitement in school on Wednesday, 21st January, as we had some 
very special visitors. Swansea City A.F.C striker, Marvin Emnes, and Club Ambassador, 
Lee Trundle, came to talk to a number of Year 7 and 8 pupils who are currently 
involved in the Premier League Reading Stars programme. This is a programme 
which has been created by the National Literacy Trust in partnership with the Premier 
League. It uses football themed reading activities as a way to improve attainment and 
boost literacy skills for young people who love football. 

For that one afternoon, our school library was 
temporarily transformed into a press conference room 
as our pupils asked our guests some very interesting 
questions. It was obvious that all pupils had carried out 
thorough research and they were all very professional 
and respectful in the way they presented themselves. 
Before our guests left, there were many photos taken 
and lots of football paraphenalia signed. It was indeed 
a very exciting afternoon and one that will not be 
forgotten!  

Some Premier League Reading Stars from Year 7 and 8 have written about their 
involvement in the reading programme and our special afternoon with visitors 

from Swansea City A.F.C: 

“I like being a Premier League Reading Star because 
it helps me read and write. Also it is really fun and 
exciting. I like it when we read about football. We met 
Lee Trundle and Marvin Emnes in the library and we 
asked them questions. Someone asked Marvin how 
he felt when he scored the winning  goal against 
Cardiff. We also found out that Marvin once met 
Nelson Mandela.” Joshua John (7S)

“I like reading books about football. We have had 
quizzes and we made a football A-Z.  I met Lee 
Trundle and Marvin Emnes. It was great!”  
Lewis Nelmes (7S)

“We read football books and we play games. In one of the games, we were given the 
team name West Bromwich Albion and we had to make as many words as possible 
out of those letters.” Jacob Sheaf (7U) 



Reading ‘Promotion’ for Swansea City 

“I think the Premier League Reading Stars is a good 
opportunity for us to read more and spell better. 
I also like football so I like being in this group 
because of that”. Reegan Jones (7U)
  
“I think that the Premier League Reading Stars is 
a good way to get people who love football into 
reading. We asked Lee Trundle and Marvin Emnes 
some questions about their careers. It was good 
having that experience and we’d like to thank the 
players and Swansea City very much. It was a fab 
day and I really enjoyed talking to them.”  
      Jack Herbert (8R)

I asked Lee Trundle what his favourite book was in his childhood 
and he said it was The BFG by Roald Dahl.  

Tom Williams (8H)
 
“I feel really lucky to be in the Premier League Reading Stars but the best thing has 
been meeting Lee Trundle and Marvin Emnes. I was delighted to see these football 
stars. I asked Marvin Emnes how he felt when Manchester City signed Wilfred Bony. 
He said he felt quite sad but also a bit happy for Bony because it is such a good club.” 
Kieran Bowen (8H)
 
“The day we met Lee Trundle and Marvin Emnes was a great experience. We 
were up in the library waiting for them and the moment they walked through the 
door, everyone clapped! It was awesome to meet them as we might not have this 
experience again.”  
Jonathon Ford (8Y)

“I always look forward to coming to these classes 
because all we read about is football. It’s fantastic! 
Meeting Lee Trundle and Marvin Emnes made my 
day. It was great to ask them questions and hear what 
they had to say. I asked Lee Trundle how he felt when 
his goal was disallowed for handball in 2010 against 
Doncaster as it stopped the Swans from going into the 
play-offs that year. He said it was very disappointing.” 
Ben Christmas (8Y) 
(Pictured right - being interviewed for Swansea FC ‘You Tube’ channel)



      Other Activities

Ski Trip to Italy 
 
Penyrheol pupils from Years 8-11 enjoyed 
another great ski trip to Bormio, Italy, 
during February half term. We had 
fantastic weather and ski conditions for 
the week, giving the pupils the opportunity 
to develop some great ski skills.  
 
They also went ice skating and frequented 
the local pizza restaurant as well as 
enjoying time discovering the beautiful 
village of Bormio itself, where gifts for 
family members were purchased!
 

The next ski trip will be in 2017 and we are 
planning to go to the USA. More details will follow in the Summer Term newsletter

 
How a Sponsored Walk Can Save lives! 
We are thrilled to have just taken receipt of a defibrillator which was kindly donated 
to the school by the charity ‘Cariad’. The funds were raised by Miss V. Jones (English) 
who undertook a sponsored walk in 2014, from which funds raised were used to 
purchase the unit which is now kept at the school reception.  

Members of staff have now received training in its use 
although we do, of course, hope never to use it!

Pictured on the left are Miss J. Evans and Mrs. M. Pow, both 
Teaching Assistants in the school, who were two of the staff 
trained to use the defibrillator.

Article 6: You have the right to life and to grow up to be healthy



                

       Other Activities
 

Breaking Down Barriers in Business

Towards the end of term, we had a most interesting visit from Mr. 
Tim Penn, a business man based in North Wales who specialises in 
making hand-made leather gloves for equestrian sport.  
As an entrepreneur, Mr. Penn recognises the importance of language 
and intercultural skills for business success and supports The 
Business Language Champions Scheme Sponsored by the Welsh 
Government, which is designed to help young people develop vital 
language skills in order to compete successfully in a competitive 
global economy.

Mr. Penn was very entertaining and the group of approximately 60 
pupils joined in with a very interesting question and answer session.

This talk was particularly pertinent as Year 9 are just about to finalise their GCSE options and, 
hopefully, a few more than before might opt to learn a second language. At Penyrheol, both French 
and Spanish are offered and as Mr. Penn said: “To be able to speak another language, especially in 
business, can only give you an advantage!”

What a Difference a Day Makes!
Year 8 R.E classes had a really interesting talk by speaker Paul Davies and his team, who visited 
the school to deliver a presentation entitled ‘24 hours that changed the world’. 

The presentation and subsequent discussion dealt with the final 24 hours in the life of Jesus, 
leading up to his crucifixion. This was both interesting and, of course, poignant , as the pupils were 
preparing to break up for the Easter holiday. The presentation included  film clips, readings and 
acting to describe the trials of the crucifixion. Paul Davies (an ex-Penyrheol pupil) and his team 
have been coming to Penyrheol for a few years now and as always, we were very appreciative. 

Keeping the Memory Alive 
 
Earlier in the year,  15 Year 10 R.E pupils represented Penyrheol at Bishop Vaughan School in 
Swansea, for a Holocaust Memorial Day Service. Several primary and comprehensive schools 
attended the service which included music, reading, sketches and even sign language.  
The poetry readings were very moving and three of our pupils, Tamzin Brough, Olivia Budge and 
Amelia Maguire all read poetry about suffering which was quite thought provoking. 
The service finished with a reading from Mrs. Norma Glass MBE who is a leading member of the 
Jewish community in Wales.

  Article 14:  Your right to follow your own religion



Beyond the School Gates 
Many of our Penyrheol pupils are involved in outside school activities. 

If you would like to shout about it...Here’s your chance! 
High Tide 

 
 
 
Congratulations to all pupils and staff who were involved in the film 
‘High Tide’ which was premiered at the Taliesin Arts Centre at the end of 
February.  The film directed by ex-staff member Jimmy Hay and his co-
writer James Gillingham was partially filmed at Penyrheol Comprehensive 
during 2013 and starred Melanie Walters, known mostly, for her role as 
Gwen in ‘Gavin & Stacey’.  
 
A few of our pupils and staff were used as extras in this thought- 
provoking film that is currently being screened at Vue cinemas 
throughout the country and comes very highly recommended.....Pop 
along and see if you recognise any faces! 

 
 

Sporting Achievements 
Lauren Francis and Lauren Evans represented the County Netball  team in the Welsh tournament in 
January. Well done girls!

In Cross Country, Levi Thomas (Year 11) and Daniel  Sidorenko (Year 8) represented the county in the 

Welsh Cross Country finals in Brecon . 

Grace Thomas (Year 8) has recently qualified for the British Indoor Athletics Championships  in the 
hurdles event.  She also gained a gold medal in the Welsh Championships in the Under 15s Long 
jump. Fantastic! 

Abigail Hanford (Year 8) recently represented Great Britain in gymnastics in Athens.  She came 
22nd which is a wonderful result as she was competing against girls much older than herself.  
Well done Abigail! 

Tamara Rahim-Smith (Year 8 ) and Georgina Thomas (Year 7 ) both  won  in their categories at 
the Welsh Gymnastic Championships and have therefore qualified to compete in the British finals. 
Congratulations to both Tamara and Georgina!

Sian Walters (Year 9)  recently competed in a Weight-lifting competition in West Wales, gaining a 
very respectable 5th place! Sian managed to beat three of the current records for those in her age 
and category. Sian trains with SA1 Crossfit in Swansea and has only recently taken up this sport 

having rowed for several years.  
 

Article 15: Your right to meet with friends and join groups and clubs



 
 
Performing Arts 
 

 

Congratulations to all Penyrheol pupils that took part in the recent 

production of  ‘Ye-Ha!’ The hilarious Cowboys and Indians show was 
performed at St. Catherine’s Church Hall this March. The production, by 
local theatre company ‘Musicality’, was performed by children from their 
junior and youth companies aged 4-12 years and included some of our Year 
7 pupils.  

 

We look forward to their next production of  

‘The Addams Family’ at The Princess Royal Theatre 
in Port Talbot this July, where we believe, many our Penyrheol 
pupils past and present will be gracing the stage as members of 
the iconic family or as their dead ancestors!  
We shall be too scared to miss that one!

Past Pupils 
 

 

Our belated congratulations 
go to Natalie Holborrow, who last year became the very first versifier 
at 5 Cwmdonkin Drive...the birthplace of Swansea poet Dylan Thomas! 
We believe that Natalie is the first versifier to be appointed in Wales in 
modern times. 
 
Natalie has been responsible for developing the venue’s audience for 
literature and as a talented creative writer and poet herself, we are sure 
she is the perfect person for the job.  
 
We hope Natalie will pop back to Penyrheol to tell us all about it! 

Beyond the School Gates 
Many of our Penyrheol pupils are involved in outside school activities. 

If you would like to shout about it...Here’s your chance!

Article 15: Your right to meet with friends and join groups and clubs


