
Plus:
Protect Penyrheol’s Pitches
First World War Battlefields

5x60 Dance Competition
Year 11 Prom

& more

newsletter

Sports Day 
 Review & Photographs

Penyrheol
Summer 2014 • www.penyrheol-comp.net

“Young People Have a Right to Have Information” (Article 13)
“Mae gan bobl ifanc yr hawl I gael gwybodaeth” (Erthgyl 13)
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child



summer 
term



Dear Parents and Pupils 
 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 2013/14 academic year. Inside you will find information about the 

many experiences and successes that our young people have enjoyed over the last few months.

I wonder how much you have heard about the Literacy and Numeracy Framework? If you are a parent of a 

pupil in Years 7, 8 or 9, then you will know that this year and last year they sat national tests in May in literacy 

(specifically reading) and numeracy. This year one of those tests was about numerical reasoning for the first time. 

These tests are linked to the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF). This is one of the key features of Welsh 

education policy, aimed at improving pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills across the country. These skills are 

vital if pupils are going to have success in other subjects in the curriculum and achieve good qualifications.

As a school we have to ensure that we are teaching the skills outlined in the LNF in many subjects 

across our curriculum. From next academic year, we have to report to parents on the progress their 

children are making in these skills. There are already significant changes in place at GCSE level in 

English and Maths so that those exams reflect the LNF skills. The entire curriculum at both primary 

and secondary levels is also being reviewed by the Welsh Government and this will, no doubt, bring 

further changes in the next two years. We are in for a period of rapid change in education.

As parents, you can help your children to cope with these changes and succeed in their studies by continuing 

to do the common sense things that good parents always do: take an interest in their work, encourage them, 

make sure they do homework, emphasise the importance of reading, writing and number skills, limit the 

amount of time they spend watching television, playing computer games or on social media sites etc.

One particular issue that I want to highlight is about attitudes to Maths. Some young people think they can’t 

do Maths, that it’s somehow too difficult for them. Parents can sometimes reinforce this negative belief without 

even realising it. In reality Maths is no more challenging for the human brain than many other subjects and skills. 

If we work hard at learning it, we can achieve excellent results. People aren’t born with an ability to do or not 

to do Maths! It’s about how well we are taught and how hard we try to learn. If we can get this message across 

to our young people, we will be helping them to improve and achieve. ‘To Achieve You Need to Believe’!

Yours faithfully,

ALAN TOOTILL

Headteacher

A message from the 
Headteacher
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Holiday Information

Inset Days - Autumn Term 2014

Monday 1 September 2014 (First day back for pupils is Tuesday 2 September 2014)
Friday 24 October 2014

Other important dates to remember

Thursday 17th July    Activity Day
Friday 18th July     School Closes at 1.30pm for Summer Break
Monday 21st July    INSET Day

GCSE Results Day - Thursday 21st August 2014

The school will be open from 9am for Year 11 to collect their  GCSE results and from 
10am for Year 10.

Please note that a full calendar of important dates and events will be put onto the 
school website during the school holidays.

For this information and more, please visit www.penyrheol-comp.net

 
Staff News

This term, we say farewell to the following members of staff, thanking them for their 
time here at Penyrheol and wishing them well for the future:

Miss K Garland (ICT Teacher), Mr I McCallum (Y11 Pastoral Assistant), Mrs M Williams 
(English), Mrs A Short (Teaching Assistant), Mr M Aubin (Teaching Assistant) & Mrs R 
Evans (Teaching Assistant)  

PGCE Students

We bid a fond farewell to our PGCE 
students and thank them for their 
contribution to the school while they 
have been with us and wish them 
every success in the future.  You never 
know, they may come back to teach at 
Penyrheol one day!

From the left Bethany Redmayne, Kate Davies, Naoual Berrak, Anne-Marie 
Thomas, Jenny Sanders (missing from the photo Ben Novis).

http://www.penyrheol-comp.net


After much anticipation, and following a Student Voice trial, we are pleased to 
announce that we will soon be launching e-books at Penyrheol Comprehensive.

Pupils will be able to log on to the online book borrowing system at school, at 
home or on the go and download books to their chosen App. 

Read in bed, in the garden or on the bus or beach – the choice is yours!

e-books offer numerous benefits to the pupils that include:

• Coloured overlays to assist pupils with dyslexia and other reading difficulties 
or special needs

• An online dictionary built in – Just hover over the word for its meaning 
• Annotations may be made and saved 
• Books will never need replacing
• Pupils will be able to email the librarian with book purchase suggestions
• Books may be reserved and renewed online

This fabulous new facility will be rolled out 
in the first instance to our new pupils in 

Year 7, who will be shown how to use 
the system as part of their initial 

library lessons. E-books will 
then be rolled out to all other 
year groups during the new 
school year.

Progress on the e-book launch 
will be reported in the Autumn 

Term newsletter.

Library to launch e-books



The end of this term sees us saying a fond farewell to our Head Boy Josef Williams and Head Girl 
Karina Dove who have chaired Student Voice for the last year. They are replaced by the incoming 
Head Boy and Girl, Matthew Richards and Lori Milsom.

Thanks go to all those who have served on Student Voice and whose ideas and suggestions have 
already made a difference to the school.

More detailed information from Student Voice will be available to read in the Autumn Term 
Newsletter.

Rehearsals are under way for our 
next whole school production, 
which this year will be ‘Annie’!
This hugely popular musical 
about orphan Annie and her 
friends includes the songs 
‘Tomorrow’ and ‘Maybe’ 
and although it’s set in 
the 1930’s depression, 
it is in fact a very funny 
show and one of the most popular musicals around!

The summer holidays will be a challenge for those taking on lead roles, as they will have all their 
lines to learn and this includes Mr N Binding (Head of Welsh) who will be playing Mr Warbucks…
We look forward to that Mr B!

Annie will be performed 20-23 October 2014 at Penyrheol Theatre and tickets will be available 
from school reception on our return to school in September.

Annie



On July 8th, the Summer Concert took place with some fantastic items. Once again some pupils 
from 3 of our feeder Primary Schools participated in the concert by joining the orchestra for 3 
pieces – The Muppet Show, Take 5 and Pirates of the Caribbean. 
There were some lovely choral items from the Junior Choir not to mention a Beach Boys medley 
from the senior choir! 

The Chamber Choir in particular were on fine form. The Wind and String groups also gave items, 
the most notable of which was a rendition of Stevie Wonder’s Sir Duke played by the Wind Group. 

This is the last concert for our outgoing Year 11 pupils. A big thank you to the contribution they’ve 
made over the last 5 years! 

Good luck to Mollie Allen, Aled Way, Adam Schwartz, Jonathan Davies, Alex Dalton, Ashley 
Eyvanaki, Karina Dove, Josef Williams, Lucy Harry, Ellie Coates, Lowrie Wilkie, Gabby Seager and 
Morgan Swinford.

As the summer term closes, we say goodbye to Mr. Thomas who finished as a 
parent governor this week, having served on the governing body for six years.  We 
thank him sincerely for his time.

Come September, we will see a vacancy occurring for the position of parent 
governor at the school and we ask all parents to give some thought as to whether 
or not they would like to put themselves up for election and take over this important 
role.

We are looking for a parent who would relish the opportunity to get involved and 
be of service to both the school and the local community. This is a vitally important 
role and more information for those interested, may be sought from Mrs Jeffreys, 
Clerk to the Governors (Please contact school reception).

Summer Concert

Calling Future Parent Governors!

Follow us on Twitter @Penyrheol



We are very proud of our Year 7’s achievements this academic year, some of 
which are mentioned on the ‘Beyond The School Gates’ page, but we have 
so many talented youngsters in the year group, that this term we would like 
to shout about their sporting achievements:

We have two talented gymnasts in Year 7.  Abigail Hanford in 7C has recently 
been accepted onto the British Squad for Rhythmic Gymnastics in the 10-12 
year old category.  She also came third overall in the British Championships 
held in Stoke on Trent earlier in 2014.  In the same competition, Tamara 
Rahim-Smith came second in Acrobatic Gymnastics.  She has recently been 
accepted onto the Junior Welsh Squad.

In athletics, Grace Thomas in 7H is a fantastic long jumper and recently 
achieved a jump of 4m 36cm, making her first in the British Championships.

Also in athletics, Thomas Lewis in 7C came first in the 800m in the 
recent Swansea schools athletics competition.  Ollie Price also won 
the 100m in the same contest.  Speedy Gonzales!  

Lauren Francis in 7H has won two gold medals in the Welsh 
Lifeguarding Championships.  Lauren is coached by Centurion 
Lifeguards Club in Penyrheol Leisure Centre.  Other great swimmers 
are Sophie Evans and Zoe James in 7M. Sophie won a bronze medal for swimming and Zoe has 
qualified for the summer nationals with Penryheol ASC.

Two pupils to watch out for are Aimee Davies and Jac Elsey in 7M!  Aimee was recently awarded the 
highest grade possible when she achieved her Yellow/White belt in karate and Jac has won three 
kickboxing tournaments in a row!

Several boys from Year 7 won Primary School Team of the Year for their contribution to their rugby 
team . They were presented with the award at a glittering ceremony in the Swansea Grand Theatre.  
The boys were Owen Barnfield, Callum Bolton, Joe Burder, Steffan Davison, Morgan Gay, Thomas 
Lewis and Marshall Sargent.

Finally, Andzejs Dubjaga in 7R, who played for the Latvian national football team in his home country, 
has been accepted to play for Cardiff FC for his age group.  We look forward to hearing about Andzejs’ 
football career as the years pass!

Summer Term with Year 7  

By Mrs Collier

Abigail Hanford, 7C

Grace Thomas, 7H

Gymnastics

Athletics

Lifeguaring & Swimming

Karate

Rugby & Football



Summer Term with Year 8  
By Miss Ensell-Lewis

A busy term for Year 8 this summer with congratulations going to many of the pupils for a variety 
of successes!
 
 
The Swansea urban Dance Competition at Penyrheol was a huge success, with Penyrheol taking 
a very reputable second place – A full account of this event is in this newsletter, but I would like 
to say that they were “absolutely fierce!” Their timing, Musicality, pace and energy was amazing 
and thanks go to Emma Lewis for her superb choreography and training. The evening was 
exciting, moving and so engaging. Well done all!
 

Gymnastic success has been achieved at local and national levels this year by Year 8 pupils 
Danielle Griffiths, Aimee Griffiths and Lilly Thornhill. Congratulations girls!

Lera Sidorenko, Cara Lloyd-Goulding, Ellie D’auria, Cerys Davies and Sian waters have all 
participated successfully in The Swansea Harriers Athletics tournament. Sian Waters also 
performed extremely well in an under 19s mixed rowing event.

Holly Edwards’ Karate team came third in a national karate championship event last week 
and across the year group there have been individual successes in extra-curricular activities 
ranging from passing ballet exams, scouting, girl guides, boxing, gymnastics, violin and piano to 
achieving higher grading’s in karate. Details of some of these you will find on our ‘Beyond the 
School Gates’ page.

Our Year 8’s really enjoyed their recent Geography trip to The Brecon Beacons National Park. 
The weather was glorious (mostly) and everyone involved had a great day out. Everyone enjoyed 
the stunning local scenery, the fresh air and the Head of Geography, Mr Hyndman, commented 
on how polite and well-mannered the year group was. A group of boys even managed to go on a 
photographic exploration of the site. Many pupils were greatly appreciative of the efforts of staff 
and all had a fab experience.

On the 4th July, 42 pupils attended a trip to Thorpe Park run by our Attendance Officer, Mrs. 
Newman. Those chosen for the trip all achieved 100% attendance this term and 20 of these 
pupils were from Year 8 – I am informed that the trip was ‘awesome’ and was worth every 
moment of a daily dose of school!

So all in all, Year 8 have had a very busy year, so I wish them a fabulous summer break and I look 
forward to their transition to Year 9 in September. Thanks also to Mr Howells, our Year 8 Pastoral 
Assistant for helping the year group run smoothly.

Dance Competition

Gymnastics

Athletics

Karate & more

School Trips



Summer Term with Year 9
By Mme Hyndman

Yet another busy term for Year 9 pupils this Summer to end a lovely year of activities at school 
and exciting events and extra-curricular activities beyond the school gates!

Disneyland Paris Trip – two coaches of Year 9 pupils travelled to Disneyland, Paris to celebrate 
the St. David’s Day Festival.  Penyrheol pupils were lucky enough to be asked to perform in one 
of the auditoriums in the theme park in front of a massive crowd.

Pupils have now selected their subjects for Key Stage 4. Year 9 were the first to attend the 
Options Fayre where pupils and parents had the opportunity to come into school and peruse the 
various displays for each subject and to get further information areas they might study further.

Year 9 has a very established selection of sports teams. The boys have very strong Rugby and 
Football teams and have put in some excellent performances over the year. The boys will be 
looking to go that little bit further in their league and cup matches next year. The girls have 
excellent Netball and Rounder’s teams who have been competing regularly throughout the year. 
During the Summer Term pupils have been taking part in local Athletics tournaments with the 
Urdd and the Afan Nedd region. In addition a handful of pupils took part in the Junior Triathlon 
event organised by Tata Steel at the Welsh National Pool.

There was excellent participation from Year 9 pupils in this year’s Sports day with the 
introduction of the school house system. Unfortunately this was Year 9’s last sports day at 
Penyrheol. However, Amelia Maguire and Lewys Edwards can say that they were the first House 
Captains to lift the inaugural Penyrheol House Cup!

A large number of the year group took part in this year’s school production of “Honk” which took 
place in October.

Year 9 raised over £400 during Charity Week and also made a large contribution to the 
Gorseinon Food Bank.

There are a number of pupils who sing with the School Choir, play in the Orchestra and some 
formed a rock band that were invited to perform at the Urdd’s National Eisteddfod in Bala in May.

Young Business Dragons, Essential Skills Day, Engineering Day at Swansea University’s 
Engineering Dept. and Saturday morning Engineering Club at Gower College Swansea.

In September all of our pupils will be starting Key Stage 4 and their journey towards achieving 
their GCSEs. These are exciting times ahead with pupils now being amongst some of the senior 
pupils at Penyrheol.

Disneyland Paris Trip

Options Program & Options Fayre

Sports Teams & Sports Day

Honk!

Charity Work

Music

& much more!



Summer Term with Year 9
By Mme Hyndman

Congratulations are also due to:

Summer Term with Year 10  
By Mr M Luckwell

It’s been a gruelling term for our Year 10 pupils with many of them having sat GCSE exams in 
Science, English and History. They’ve also sat mock exams in many other subjects. The last four 
years have flown. It’s time to face the realization that Year 10’s days in school are numbered and so 
it’s heads down to some serious work in the coming year. Tempus fugit so Carpe diem! 
#noexcuses

We have had Prefect elections/Senior Prefect interviews and the following pupils have been 
elected:
Head Boy - Matt Richards
Head Girl - Lori Milsom
Deputy Head Boy - Jonathan Williams
Deputy Head Girl - Megan Coslett
Senior prefects: Luke Jones, Nicholas Heaton, Caitlin O’Brien &Olivia Brayley
Llongyfarchiadau i bob un.

The prefect rota has been published and prefects will be expected to carry out their duties 
religiously and efficiently in the coming year.

‘Rock against Racism’ which included Year 10 pupils as did the Urdd Eisteddfod performance in Bala 
in May. Full details of both events in this newsletter.

Isaiah Walker has been selected to play for the Welsh National U16s Boys Basketball team that 
is competing in the FIBA European Championships in Malta from the 29th June. Until 7th July. 
Congratulations Isaiah!

Alex and Jonathan Williams have been chosen to represent Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service in a Celebration of Youth work at the Senedd in Cardiff on June 24th and Jonathan has also 
been chosen to Stage Manage ‘Alice the Musical’ at The Princess Royal Theatre this July – What 
lovely diverse interests Jonathan!

A date for Year 10 diaries - The leaver’s ball has been booked for June 30th 2015 at the Manor Park 
Hotel, Clydach… something to look forward to after all the exams!

We say farewell to three of our pupils at the end of this term, 
with Dewi, Rhys and Liam Havard venturing to pastures new in 
Scotland (don’t forget your overcoats, gloves and hats boys).

You can follow all the news on Year 10’s achievements by following us on Twitter  
@PenyrheolYear10 / @PenyrheolYear11 from September 2014!



Summer Term with Year 11
By Mrs J Ball

A big welcome back to Mrs Lee, Year 11 Pastoral Assistant, who returns from her maternity leave 
after the birth of her beautiful daughter. 

In Mrs Lee’s absence, Mr McCallum has been our Temporary Pastoral Assistant and all staff and 
pupils from Year 11 would like to thank him for all his hard work and support over the last year.  
Everyone wishes him well for the future.

Leaver’s Prom
The Year 11 Prom was held on Tuesday 1st July at 
Manor Park Hotel.  It was attended by approx. 165 
pupils and 48 staff, It was especially nice to have 
Mrs Lee back off maternity leave and able to attend, 
along with a lovely evening of sunshine!

Pupils met at school and without exception, 
everyone looked stunning. With the weather being 
so good there was plenty of opportunity for photos,  
before being waved off by friends and families, as 
we departed on our journey to Manor Park Hotel in 
Clydach. 

GCSE’s

Welcome back!

Leaver’s Assembly

This term saw Year 11 successfully complete their GCSE exams and they are now waiting in 
anticipation for their results in August. Please see the beginning of this newsletter for exact date 
and time!

Our Leaver’s Assembly was held on Friday 
20th June which gave everyone a chance to 
sign shirts and say farewell. Pupils enjoyed 
watching a presentation of photos showing 
activities they have participated in all the way 
through school from Year 7 to Year 11. There 
was a special surprise, especially for one pupil 
from the STF, when a video was shown of 
brave members of staff dancing to ‘Happy’ by 



The Year 11 Prom was held on Tuesday 1st July at Manor 
Park Hotel.  It was attended by approx. 165 pupils and 
48 staff, It was especially nice to have Mrs Lee back off 
maternity leave and able to attend, along with a lovely 
evening of sunshine!

Pupils met at school and without exception, everyone 
looked stunning. With the weather being so good there 
was plenty of opportunity for photos,  before being 
waved off by friends and families, as we departed on our 
journey to Manor Park Hotel in Clydach. 

Manor Park provided a lovely setting for the evening. The function room looked stunning and was 
decorated in cream and gold for the occasion.  The meal was enjoyed by everyone but especially 
by Sam James and Carne Davies who each managed to tuck into two portions of every course! 
Good effort boys!

Everyone enjoyed and entered the spirit of the awards given out by Mr McCallum with pupils 
appreciating the humour and thought behind them.  

Speeches were made by the ex-head boy and girl, Joseff Williams and Karina Dove, who thanked 
staff for all the help and support given to the year group over the past 5 years. They then 
surprised Mrs Ball and Mrs Lee with lovely bouquets of flowers. 

All too soon after much photo taking and dancing, the night was sadly over. With some tears and 
hopefully lots of happy memories, pupils travelled back to school for the last time as a year group. 



Leaver’s Prom Continued



Visit to Burkina Faso
In February 2014 a team of volunteers ventured  to Burkina 
Faso, West Africa and this team included our very own Mrs 
Glover (Teacher of Numeracy) along with podiatrist, Bryony 
Wilson.

The purpose of the visit was to visit the rural villages where 
foot and eye care is minimal and thanks to fundraising 
efforts by Penyrheol Comprehensive School amongst others, 
medical supplies were financed and the visit went ahead!

Bryony Wilson, a podiatrist from Llanelli, set up foot clinics 
in the villages and as you can from the photographs,  the 
medical help was much needed! 

Mrs Glover volunteered in a school  in Bobo-Dioulosso, 
teaching pupils about Wales and Welsh culture and testing 
pupils’ eyesight to determine their seating position in the 
classrooms.  

This was not only an interesting trip, but a necessary one. 
It is good to see the  photographs of the children receiving 
help and treatment, as this helps us to appreciate why we 
Fundraise for causes like this!



News from the STF 
Specialist Teaching Facility

On 6th March 2014 two of our STF pupils Adam and Kieran went on a school trip to Disneyland 
Paris to help support the school choir who were representing Penyrheol School as part of the St. 
David’s Day celebrations. The trip was organised by Madame Hyndman, Mr Binding and the choir 
was organised by Mr Rogers and Mrs Phipps. Adam and Kieran both thoroughly enjoyed the trip 
around Paris and all the fun shows and rides at Disneyland Paris (so did Mr. Day!)

On 8th May, staff and pupils of 
Penyrheol STF went on a trip to 
the Roman Legion Museum in 
Newport. This year we have been 
doing a Roman project as part of 
our learning in the department, so 
both the staff and pupils found this 
visit very interesting. We visited the 
amphitheatre ruins, the baths and 
the museum. Mr Benney and the 
pupils enjoyed a sword fight with 
umbrellas to re-enact a Roman
gladiatorial battle! 

On 2nd July, the STF staff and pupils visited 
Burry Port Lifeboat Station as part of a 
summer beach/sea safety topic we had 
covered in class. 

The pupils were given a tour of the station 
and the Lifeboats by crew member Mr Day. 

The pupils also watched clips of real life 
rescues which they really enjoyed. After the 
tour we all went for a walk down the local 
beach and the coastal paths.

Disneyland Paris

Roman Museum

Burry Port RNLI Visit



Penyrheol Comprehensive School Specialist Teaching Facility (STF) currently has 11 pupils from the 
age of 11-16.  All pupils in the STF have Moderate Learning Difficulties which affect their everyday 
living.  The STF provides a safe and positive learning environment for the pupils to experience and 
achieve in their education.  Practical based learning is a great way for the pupils to understand and 
interact with the world around 
them. 

The STF are currently in the 
process of creating a garden 
for the pupils to use.  This 
garden will allow the pupils to 
gain first-hand experience of 
growing their own vegetables 
and flowers.  The vegetables 
grown will then be used in 
learning to cook healthy 
meals on a budget.  Flowers 
will be used to help in the 
understanding of science and 
nature as well as to use for 
school celebrations like St 
David’s Day. 

Diverse range of needs and a project such as this will allow all the pupils to take part and achieve in 
their education.
We are currently part of Asda’s (Gorseinon) community green token scheme which if we win we will 
get £200. This will be used to help create the garden.   
 
Please support us in our effort to get the garden up and running! 

STF Garden – Please use your green ASDA tokens!

Joshua Dickens is the first STF pupil to go all the way through 
Penyrheol Comprehensive School from Year 7 to Year 11.  We are all 
immensely proud of Joshua.  
He has been a pleasure to teach and is one of the kindest young 
men we have ever met.  Joshua has completed his GCSE’s in Art and 
Drama along with short course Welsh and ICT.  

Joshua’s dedication to his work has shone through in this difficult 
exam time and we cannot wait to see him on results day to find out 
what he has achieved.  Joshua has been a big brother to the other 
STF pupils and will be greatly missed. 

Well done Joshua and best wishes and every success for your 
college career.

First STF pupil to finish Penyrheol Comprehensive 



Welsh Department News

Congratulations to pupils in Years 9 and 10 who successfully 
made it to the National Final of the Urdd Eisteddfod in the 
(Grwp Roc a Phop) Rock and Pop competition. 

Both groups narrowly missed out on the top 3 places but 
received some very positive feedback from the adjudicators.

Congratulations to both groups!

Year 9 – Olivia Budge(9E), Jessica Ellis(9R), Josh Hill (9C), 
Maisie Jones (9E), Amelia Maguire(9C) and Oliver Thomas 
(9H).

Year 10 – Morgan Giles (10S), Josh Holliday (10U), Jack 
Morgan (10R) and Angharad Weeks (10E).

Penyrheol Compete at the Urdd
National Eisteddfod in Bala



Welsh Department News Show Racism the Red Card 

YEAR 10 -  ‘SRTRC’ NATIONAL WINNERS!
On May 1st pupils from Year 10 attended the ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ Annual Prize Giving 
Ceremony. We were joined by well-known TV personalities Alex Winters and Lisa Rogers as 
well as Sports Stars from Welsh International teams, Cardiff City FC, Cardiff Blues, the Ospreys, 
Newport Gwent Dragons and Newport County. 

The players and special guests handed out fantastic prizes to the winners at the ceremony for 
their outstanding achievements that included an award, certificate, amazon vouchers, kindles, 
Welsh football match tickets, the opportunity to watch the Welsh rugby team train and a Gareth 
Bale signed football boot along with a goodie bag.

The day began with a cocktail reception where the young people had the chance to view all the 
entries this year and have some entertainment that included circus skills and balloon artists. 
Once all the prize winners and guests were seated in the impressive suite they had the luxury of 
having a two course meal. 

After food, the Ceremony began with an Oscar style ceremony that showcased the amazing 
work of the winners and runners-up. The highlight of the day was when the guests were 
entertained by pupils from Penyrheol Comprehensive School, singing their winning entry. The 
performance had the audience on the edge of their seat throughout the song and a standing 
ovation was given at the end. The quality of performance was exceptional – an amazing advert 
for the school!

Llongyfarchiadau i Olivia Brayley (10U), Megan Coslett (10E), Aimee-Marie Davies (10U), Lori 
Milsom (10U) and Caitlin O’Brien (10R).

For all the latest news, follow us on Twitter @PenyrheolMusic



Geography Department News 

River Ilston Geography Field Trip
Two groups of GCSE Geography pupils visited the River Ilston at the end of June. 
This was part of the Controlled Assessment Task for their GCSE examination.

Pupils collected and measured parts of the river Ilston to see ‘How meanders 
affect river characteristics’. The pupils will use the data collected as part of their 
GCSE coursework, which will be written up in class. 

First of all we had to measure the width of the river using a measuring tape and 
then the depth in cm. We did the depth measurement every 10cm across the river. 
Using a calliper, we also measured the bed load and although it was raining, we 
powered through to get our coursework completed.
We had fun getting our feet wet (some got a bit more than their feet wet) while 
measuring the river. 
And we walked the length of the river from Ilston to Three Cliffs Bay.

At the end of the day we stopped for an Ice-cream in Parkmill, which was well 
deserved after all our hard work!

It was a really enjoyable trip and made a change from being in the classroom!

Dylan and Corey (Y11)





Geography Department News 

Year 8 Trip to the Brecon Beacons
“On Tuesday the 10th June, the whole of year 8 went to the Brecon Beacons to 
learn about national parks. First, we climbed up part of ‘Pen y Fan’, which is the 
highest point of the Brecon Beacons. Even though we didn’t climb to the very 
top, the views were amazing! It was quite a long walk to the place we stopped, 
but it was worth it. 

The weather was beautiful and everybody enjoyed the walk. 
After we had lunch, we visited the Mountain Information Centre. We walked 
around the field for a bit. There was a lot of wildlife there. Some of the animals 
we saw included sheep cows, butterflies and bees. There were lots of trees and 
other plants around and the whole area looked lovely and green. There was a 
nice gift shop in the centre and a café and even though there was thunder and 
lightning, the second part of the day was just as good as the first!

Our favourite part of the day was the walk up the mountain because we could 
admire the beautiful views all around us. 
 
The scenery was spectacular! We had a very good day and learned a lot about 
National Parks. We would love to visit the Brecon Beacons again.”

Isobel Bass and Cailtin Cavallucci 8D

“The best bit about the latest Geography trip to the Brecon Beacons were the 
views on top of the hill. Even only 5 minutes up, the views were breath-taking.  
As we climbed the mountain, it got very steep and many people had to stop and 
take a breath while other puffed on! 

On the way back, we had to walk very carefully down the mountain. Many 
people enjoyed walking down most, because it only took about 20 minutes, but 
it did take a bit longer for others!

At the bottom we ate our lunch and then took a 10 minute journey to the Brecon 
Visitors Centre. Sadly it started to rain, so we couldn’t do much for a while, but it 
did give us a chance to answer our Geography questionnaires!
When it stopped raining, we went for a short walk in a field and then had our 
photo taken. The trip was fab, especially when we walked back in the thunder 
and lightning!



This trip was a good one, especially for the ones who love walking. I enjoyed it and 
so did a lot of others. It did help having sunny weather too.“

Isabella Viggers 8Y

Geography Orienteering Trip 
This term, our Geography class spent a lesson orienteering around the school. We 
had to find markers using 4 figure grid references, which was something we learnt 
about earlier on this year. 

Every marker had a letter and number on it and there were 13 markers in total to find. 
We had to solve the puzzle of what the words spelt. This was a really fun lesson with 
Miss Kingdom and we got to practice our 4 figure grid references.  It was much more 
fun to have the class outside in the sunshine and we managed to solve the puzzle! 

The word we were looking for was ‘ Daearyddiaeth’ which is ‘Geography’ in Welsh.  
We hope we get to do it again next year!

Owen Barnfield and Kieran Davies 7Y 



History Department News 

First World War Battlefields
In October 2014 the History Department will be running a five day/four night trip 
to Belgium and France to visit the First World War Battlefields.  
 
This trip has been run several times and pupils have always said they found the 
trip moving, interesting and enjoyable – especially the final day which is spent at 
Euro Disney in Paris! This trip will of course be a particularly poignant one, in the 
100th anniversary of the outbreak of war and the Department is delighted that 58 
pupils are undertaking this fantastic experience – our largest ever party!  Dr Rees; 
Mr Fuge; Mrs Evans; Miss Heard; Mr Rees and Miss Myers will be accompanying 
the trip – Mr Luckwell won’t be attending on this occasion, as he will be 
performing in London… and may even be doing a bit of singing with the Dunvant 
Male Choir at The Albert Hall!

On our last trip in 2008, we took 50 students – the photograph below shows the 
group at the memorial to the Welsh who fought at Mametz Wood on the Somme.   
 
It was especially important for Dafydd Williams whose great grandfather was 
wounded in the fighting. Several other pupils also researched details of relatives 
who were killed and wounded in the War and we visited their graves where 
possible.  
 
Some of the pupils were Matthew Alford, Kirstie Allen and Alex Heaton as well as 
several pupils who left in 2009. Dr. Rees and Mr. Luckwell both have great uncles 
who died in the fighting so if any pupil thinks they may also have relatives who 
died in the War, see us and we will try to help you find where they are buried!  

Dr Rees’ great uncle Thomas Arron Whitney was only 18 when he was killed in 
August 1918 and Walter Luckwell was killed in September of the same year – only 
a few months before the end of the war. 
 
It is therefore with great anticipation that we look forward to visiting the 
battlefields and memorials in the Ypres salient and the Somme area – a name 
synonymous with the suffering of the war.



Follow us on Twitter @PenyrheolHanes



As a reward to pupils who achieved 100% attendance this 
year, a FREE trip to Thorpe Park was organised!

 Miss Newman, Miss Pow, Mr Edwards, and Mr Howells 
amongst others, took 43 pupils from Penyrheol 
Comprehensive and 32 pupils from our partner primary 
schools on this exciting trip and as you can see from the 
pictures, a wonderful time was had by all!

The weather was fantastic and it was reported on the radio 
that it was reaching 28 degrees in the shade, but everyone 
made sure they had their sun cream on! There were no 
reports of sunburn, but we did notice that Miss Pow was 
rather pink!

The rides were amazing and there were so many choices. Rides such as ‘Saw’, ‘Stealth’, 
‘The Swarm’, ‘Nemesis’’ Inferno’, ‘Colossus’ and water rides galore.  The park was so 
vast that bumping in to each other was rare, 
so photos were taken of us mainly on the bus, 
arriving or leaving the park, but we promise 
we thoroughly enjoyed the many attractions!

A big thank you goes to all the staff that 
helped on this trip. But mainly to the pupils 
who were impeccably behaved and a credit to 
their schools!

100% attendance = 100% fun and all for FREE!

2014 Attendance Award Trip
Thorpe Park



On March 6th 2 coaches of 85 pupils and 8 staff set off for the annual trip to Paris to 
celebrate the St. David’s Day Festival. This year we were very excited as Penyrheol 
Comprehensive pupils (and staff) had been accepted to perform on the main stage 
during the festival on the Saturday afternoon. The journey to Paris was entertaining 
and we travelled via the Eurotunnel. Some of us managed to get some sleep before 
we arrived in the centre of Paris on Friday morning to sunshine which was perfect 
for our trip on the River Seine on a bateau mouche. 

Following our check-in at The Explorers’ Hotel, the afternoon was spent in the 
Disney Studios followed by a huge buffet dinner at the hotel with chocolate 
birthday cake for Mr. Binding’s birthday before an early night ready for the next day! 

Saturday morning meant rehearsals for the choir who headed off in their smart 
black polo shirts while the rest of us headed for the Disney parks! The highlight of 
the morning had to be Adam and Kieran meeting Mickey Mouse and Mini Mouse 
who were dressed in their Welsh costumes!

After lunch we headed to Videopolis to watch Penyrheol make their debut. They 
were fantastic and there were a few tears of pride shed as they performed. The 
rest of the day was spent on rides, practising our French in the Disney cafés and 
restaurants and enjoying the entertainment of the festival.  At 9 o’clock the pupils 
(not the staff) started flagging but we all stayed to watch the fireworks display and 
then headed back having been in the park for over 12 hours.

Sunday’s journey home 
was quieter and we enjoyed 
sailing back in the sunshine 
from Calais to Dover. 
Arriving back at school at 9 
p.m. we headed home after a 
magical, musical weekend.

If any pupils in next year’s 
Year 9 or members of the 
choir wish to join us for the 
trip to Paris in March 2015, 
please see Mme. Hyndman 
for details.

Disneyland, Paris. March 2014



On the 26th of June the school’s 
dance club and its 35 members took 
part in the 5x60 dance competition 
and performance which took place in 
Penyrheol Theatre. 

The competition included entries from 
many other schools in the county 
and their entries included a variation 
of dance styles including Hip Hop, 
Street and Modern Dance. Kevin Johns 
compared the performance and the 
show was opened by Groundswell 
Dance Company. 

The Penyrheol pupils from years 7 to year 11 rehearsed every day after school for 3 
weeks leading up to the event as well as every Monday after school since October 
half term. All of their dedicated and enthusiastic rehearsals lead to an absolutely 
tremendous performance with the pupils being awarded with a well-deserved 2nd 
place award.   

Two of the dancers, Caitlin Cozens and Danielle Griffiths write about their 
experience on behalf of their team:

We went last in the competition, but we were glad because we wanted to 
see how everyone else was doing first! Once we got on stage everyone in 
our group was very nervous and since this was our first competition we felt 
it was important to shine! 

After our performance we were all out of breath and tired, although we thought it 
went really well! Once we got off stage, our dance teacher was really happy and 
proud of our performance. When it came to the results we were so scared to see 
if we had won or lost. The reigning champions, Bishop Vaughan came 3rd and we 
were all thinking we had a chance to take a place. 

5x60 Dance Competition



At last it was announced… we came 2nd! 
 
When we had the award so many people wanted to take photos of us, it was like we 
were famous! We were really pleased to come 2nd and we all hope to take part in 
more competitions now in order to take a 1st place!
We would like to say thank you to Miss Lewis our coach and choreographer. We’re 
so thankful that she has taken her time after school to help us. 
We hope she will stay with the team forever as she has been our biggest supporter 
throughout our experience. We would also like to thank Miss Evans who was 
helping us when it came closer to the competition day; she also gave up her time 
after school.  
We have the best coaches ever! Thank you. 
From all in the  ‘XPECTATIONS’ team!



Educate the Kids are a charity founded by Maureen and Ian McIntyre in 1998, to find funding for 
under-privileged schools in Africa. This came about after they had taken a holiday in Kenya and 
were shocked at the level of poverty there.

A Penyrheol member of staff, Mrs Goodwin (Teaching Assistant) heard about this charity from 
colleagues at a local caravan park who were keen to get involved and raise funds for the school. 
Before she knew it, people from the caravan site were donating uniforms and clothing and 
organising craft fairs, boot sales and even a pantomime to raise the much needed funds.

The school; Jolaurabi Primary School in Mombasa,  relies solely on donations and fundraising to 
enable them to finance uniforms, books and essential school equipment and is  mainly volunteer 
run. The school decided that they would like their uniform to be blue and white and that is where 
Penyrheol pupils and families might like to get involved. 

The charity is looking for any school uniforms that pupils may have grown out of including skirts, 
trousers and shoes. They are also desperate for underwear and any other clothing. 
Since the World Cup is upon us at the moment it is ironic that Jolaurabi School use rolled up 
paper as footballs, held together with string, so it would be good to see if we can collect some 
footballs for them too! Perhaps local football teams could donate old kits etc.? Do you know of 
anyone who may be able to help?

Pictured here are some of the pupils who have already received Penyrheol uniforms and just look 
how proud they are! 

If this is something you would like to get involved with, either by donating an old uniform or 
contributing to the charity in other ways, please do so, by contacting Mrs Brenda James on  07890 
677478 or by contacting the charity directly at  www.educatethekids.com

Educate the Kids

http://www.educatethekids.com


This year saw the creation of ‘The Get Along Gang’ Lunchtime club, which is held twice a week 
in the Learning Support department. It has proved to be very successful and is very popular 
with pupils from all year groups, so we will be continuing with the club next year.

The staff and pupils involved in the club would like to express their thanks to all those involved 
in donating games and activities for the club, which have greatly enhanced enjoyment and 
involvement during the sessions. 

I would also like to express my thanks to Tom Peek (Year 11) for all his assistance and 
involvement in the club. Diolch yn fawr Tom!!

Get Along Gang 
by Miss Francis



Sports Day Photographs



Sports Day Photographs



News from the P.E. Department

For updates & fixtures follow us on Twitter @PenyrheolPE.

Sports Day
Another fantastic and well attended sports day took place this year and it was the 
first in our new houses, ‘Tir’, ‘Gwynt’, ‘Tan’ and ‘Dwr’. (Earth, Wind, Fire & Water). The 
weather once again was very kind to us (or should we say the ‘elements’) and the 
day saw some fantastic team and individual performances.

Year 7 house winners were ‘Dwr’, Year 8 winners were 
‘Gwynt’ and Year 9 were ‘Tan’. The overall 2014 
Sports Day house winners with a combined score of 
1198 points were ‘Tan’.

Individual awards for best male and female athletes 
in each year group went to:
Year 7 Andjez Dubyjaga and Grace Thomas 
Year 8 Christian Wade and Lera Sidorenko 
Year 9 Luke Davies and Megan Chapman

Keep an eye out on the notice board for some new 
school records! 

Athletics
There have been some notable performances this 
term, with Year 9 and 10 teams actively competing. Alex Lang, Rhys Gear and Tomas 
Donne in particular.

The Year 7 Athletics team have also been very strong, with outstanding performances 
from Ollie Price, Tom Lewis, Dylan Court and Cory Williams. Well done to all!

Football
Good luck to Ashleigh Harries (Y11) who starts his two year apprenticeship with 
Swansea City FC on July 1st and congratulations to Alex Lang (Y9) with his continued 
progress with the Swansea City Academy. Keep up the good work boys!



Rugby
 
Congratulations to the following Year 9 pupils who have made it into the Swansea 
Schoolboys Rugby Squad: Lewys Edwards, Evan Budge, Rhys Gear and Daniel 
Thomas.

We have a number of pupils involved in Swansea School Boys Football trials over 
this summer, three from Year 7, two from Year 8 and nine from Year 9 (4 boys and 
5 girls). What a great achievement!

Swimming Gala
It was great to see 200 pupils competing and enjoying the swimming gala this 
year and we thank all those who took part and the pupils in Years 9 and 10 who 
acted as officials. 

Here are the Results 

Year 7 Year 8
1 C 1 E
2 H 2 Y
3 R 3 M D
4 M
5 Y 5 H
6 E 6 C
7 D 7 R

Congratulations 7C and 8E for being the winning forms – Very well deserved!

Well done everyone and thanks to staff and older pupils for helping to make 
the day so successful!



William Roberts Cycles to Success!

Welsh Track Championships 2014

In October 2013, William Roberts (11Y), a member of Bynea 
Cycling Club, was invited to join the County Cycles Racing 
Team and from there on, he has gone strength to strength!

Will started his velodrome track racing career in January, 
winning his first ever race, a 1500 metre scratch race.  

Since then, he’s consistently won many races on the track, 
and came 2nd at the Newport Velodrome Track League for 
Youth ‘A’ boys in March.

On the road, he’s been racing in the National Series 3 
day stage races including the Isle of Man Youth Tour, The 
North West Youth Tour in Blackpool, Milton Keynes Youth 
Races and lately at Hillingdon, London. All these races 
were against the very best riders in the UK.

His best achievement so far, has been winning the Welsh Schools Circuit Racing Championship! 
This has been  a great start to his cycling career and in the next few weeks he’s off to Herne Hill 
Velodrome in London for the National Team Pursuit Championships and then 
to Hog Hill circuit, also in London,  for the National Circuit Championships.

Considering Will only started cycling seriously in 2012, his 
achievements are amazing and Penyrheol Comprehensive School is 
particularly proud of him being the Welsh Schools Circuit Champion.

Hillingdon National Series Race June 2014

IOM Youth Tour 2014



Don’t be Late for a Very Important Date!

The Welsh Premiere of ‘Alice the Musical’ is being performed at the Princess Royal Theatre 
in Port Talbot this summer and the cast includes many current and ex-Penyrheol pupils!

All the pupils belong to Musicality Academy of Performing Arts which is a non-profit 
making Theatre Company based in Gorseinon. The company is young and dynamic and this 
forthcoming production promises to be a hilarious and hugely entertaining evening.

The production is being directed by our very own librarian Amanda Murphy and their Musical 
Director is past pupil Eleri Thomas. 

Jonathon Williams in Year 10 will be Stage Managing the performance. No pressure Jonathon!

We hope to see you there!



Foodbank

Following the success of last year’s Foodbank activity, 
pupils have been learning about the weight of food in 
their numeracy classes with Mrs Glover.

They have been weighing sugar and coffee into small 
amounts (suitable for a 3 day supply) and bagging, 
labelling and dating the foods. 
 
Foodbank is a charity Penyrheol like to support when possible, and the children 
who were involved in this particular activity, agreed what a fantastic and 
worthwhile charity it was, once they had learned about it in greater detail.



TeenTech is a lively one-day event to help young teenagers see the wide range of 
career possibilities in Science, Engineering and Technology.

Teen Tech was founded in 2008 by Maggie Philbin and Chris Dodson with the aim 
of helping today’s generation understand their true potential. 

This year, Teen Tech was held at The Liberty 
Stadium in Swansea and a few pupils from 
Penyrheol Comprehensive were lucky enough 
to attend. This is what Bethan Evans and Tianah 
Dodge (8R) had to say about it!

We went to Liberty stadium to participate in an 
event called ‘Teen Tech’. We were one of many 
schools attending.

When we got there, we took part in a questionnaire, using electric pads with an 
interactive screen on. We really enjoyed doing this!

Later in the day we split up into 
groups to look at the interesting 
stalls. There were companies such 
as JVC, Samsung and PlayStation, 
all of which were very interesting.

At the JVC stall, we were able to 
enter a competition to win a radio, 
but unfortunately we didn’t win!

Other stalls had interactive games, 
which everyone enjoyed. Our favourite part of the trip was having a competition, 
girls against boys. It was all about cracking codes and of course the girls won! 
We were rewarded by being able to play on the PlayStation!

 We would love to go to Teen Tech again next year as it was really good!

‘Teen Tech’ Cymru 2014



Gorseinon Youth Choir which includes 
many ex and current pupils from 
Penyrheol, performed their Annual 
Patrons Concert on Friday 27th June to a 
packed St Catherine’s Church. 

The choir was on top form and were 
joined by guest soloist Richard Allen from 
Loughor. The choir performed a wide 
range of repertoire including many Beatles 
themed pieces prior to their forthcoming 
Summer Tour of Liverpool.

The Gorseinon Festival of Song also took 
place on July 15th. The The Festival was a 
large-scale Joint Concert involving young 
people, not only from within the choir, but 
from every local school in the Gorseinon 
area. These included:

• Penyrheol Comprehensive School
• Casllwchwr Primary School
• Gorseinon Primary School
• Penyrheol Primary School
• Pontybrenin Primary School
• Tre-Uchaf Primary School

The concert consisted of 16 joint items from the combined choirs and individual 
slots for GYC and Penyrheol Comprehensive School. Approximately 200 
performers in total!

Each Primary school spent many weeks and months preparing the music 
selected for them, using the ‘GORSEINON FESTIVAL OF SONG’ Music pack 
provided by GYC. Two workshops will have taken place in each school to help 
with the learning and/or performance of the songs.

Gorseinon Youth Choir



The ‘GORSEINON FESTIVAL OF SONG’ allows 
the choir to realise its ambition to promote, 
enhance and develop choral singing in the 
Gorseinon area by extending its provision into 
the community and local schools. We see the 
‘GORSEINON FESTIVAL OF SONG’ as an 
excellent way to bring the community together.

In September, GYC will be launching their Junior and Training choirs to 
accommodate young people from Years 3 to 9. The Youth Choir currently allows 
people between the ages of 14-25. If you are interested in joining any of our choirs, 
visit our website, send us an email or even a tweet. We look forward to hearing 
from you!

The GYC team!



You may have heard recently in the press that a number of schools in Swansea are potentially 
losing some of their playing field areas as the land is being sold off for development. This is 
to raise money for the Council in order that it can continue to fund its school re-organisation 
programme.

Penyrheol Comprehensive School site is also being considered by the Council for the sale of 
land for development. We accept that the Council has to find ways of raising money and we are 
not opposing the sale of land that is not used regularly by the school. For example, the very top 
field on our site is surplus to requirements, as is the bank by Frampton Road and the area of 
woodland at the front of the site. Governors have agreed that all of these parcels of land could 
be sold if necessary.

However, the Council is considering selling off the second tier of our playing fields, in other 
words where our two rugby pitches are. This would have a huge impact on the outside sports 
that we are able to offer at Penyrheol. We believe this idea is completely unacceptable. On the 
one hand, we are reminded regularly of the importance of physical exercise in maintaining 
people’s health; on the other hand we are being told that we should make do with less green 
space to carry out this physical exercise.

Penyrheol has a proud tradition of producing excellent sports people in many different sports. 
This is helped greatly by the superb facilities we have on site. We would welcome your support 
in ensuring that the school does not lose any of the playing fields which it regularly uses. Once 
lost, we would never regain this land.

If you agree that the rugby pitches at Penyrheol should remain as part of the school grounds, 
please communicate this point strongly to our Town and County councillors. If the Council goes 
ahead with planning to sell off this land, we will organise more formal protests and we would 
welcome your support for these too. But let’s hope that sense prevails and further protest isn’t 
needed.

Here is what some of our pupils have to say:
“I believe that the school fields should not be taken away from us. I have this 
strong opinion because according to the United Nations ‘Rights of the Child’ 
(Article 31), ‘We have the right to relax and play’’. Without our fields we are unable 
to have this right. This will have a big impact on Penyrheol Comprehensive 

Protect Penyrheol’s Pitches



Protect Penyrheol’s Pitches
School, because we need to use these outside facilities for orienteering, P.E. and for many 
different sports such as football, rugby, rounders, cricket and athletics.  We also use the 
fields to look at environmental changes in Geography.
If our school fields are taken away, the new owners will more than likely build many more 
houses. Our school is so environmentally friendly but this will destroy our local nature and 
we will never be able to get this back! 
Help us by protecting on the fields. To find out more please follow us on Twitter @
PenyrheolField”
Caitlin Grigg-Williams 7H

“We should definitely keep and protect our school fields because we need them for sports 
and fitness. If the council sell the fields they will build houses on them and we will have 
less open space to enjoy in and out of school lessons.  Please sign our e-petition and help 
save our school fields!”
Christian Wade 8D

There is a template letter for parents to send to local councillors at www.penyrheol-comp.net/field, 
please download and send a copy to show your support!

http://www.penyrheol-comp.net/field


Sport

Beyond the School Gates 
Many of our Penyrheol pupils are involved in outside school 
activities. If you would like to shout about it...here’s your chance!

Holly Edwards (8Y) who trains with Shiru Karate Club in Grovesend, became the  British Under 
16’s Karate Champion.  The competition took place in Leicester in February. Holly won a Gold 
medal and a trophy and is now training to go to the European Championships in 2015. 

Calum Hearn (10D) has recently won three gold swimming 
medals in the National Championships held in Reading 
recently. Two Golds were for Front crawl races and the third 
was for backstoke. Calum trains and swims with Swansea 
Stingrays.

Danielle Griffiths  (8D) has just attended the  
British Acro Gymnastics championships, 

winning 2nd place. The competition 
took place in Stoke on Trent. Danielle 

trains at the West Street Gym in 
Gorseinon and will be training now 
for Gemu Cymru this weekend.

Sophie McCallum (9R) is currently the fastest Breastroke 
swimmer in Wales has won the British Nationals four times in a row. She is is currently 19th in the 
whole of Britain! Sophie trains eight times a week and each session is two hours long! That’s we 
call dedication Sophie. Well done!



Performing Arts
Numerous pupils are involved with local groups, Gorseinon Youth Choir and Musicality 
Academy of Performing Arts and  Information on their fabulous activities are detailed 
in this newsletter.

Congratulations to Elysia Coates (11D) who successfully auditioned for YMT (The Youth 
Music Theatre). She will be attending a two week residential course in Aberdeen this 
Summer where she will be performing in an especially written musical performance. 
This is a magnificent achievement. Well done Elysia!

Niamh Jewell (7H) came first this year in the Solent Feis irish Dancing Competition in 
Southampton. This tournament was open to 82 contestants from England and Wles 
and Niamh beat all of them to take first the place medal. Congratulations Niamh!

Ex-pupil Alexander Murphy, who left Penyrheol  last year,  will be performing at his very 
first music festival this July. He will be playing a selection of his songs at ‘Goatfest’ 
which is held in Codicote in Hertfordshire every year.  Some of us will remember Alex 
singing his own composition ‘Lemon & Lime’ at last years’ summer concert.  We are 
thrilled he has continued to write and perform. Good luck Alex!

Please let us know about your hobbies and achievements outside of school.  Send your 
article and/or photos to pc-staff.abm@penyrheol-comp@swasnea.sch.uk. 

The next newsletter will be published in December 2014.

Nam inum alia 
adicia Am ipsapid 

mi, eici Tem faccum 
vendaeped.

We encourage both pupils and families to let us know about pupils’ achievements out of school so we can give them 
the credit that is  clearly due to them! Please pass any information to Ms A Murphy via school reception.

Sport? Drama? Charity? Music? Dance? Chess? 
Whatever it is you do... let us know!

mailto:pc-staff.abm%40penyrheol-comp%40swasnea.sch.uk?subject=Beyond%20the%20School%20Gates

